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X-Remitrances By MAIL. “A postmaster may en 
close money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and frank the 
letter, if written by himself."—Amos Kendall. 

Some of our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their 
letters containing such money, he being able to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 
but what refers to the subscription. [Am. Farmer. 














THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. Congress met at 
Washington on Monday the 2d December, and 
fiom that time until Tuesday the 24th of that 
month, the house of representatives was detained, 
by discussions relative to certain contested seats, 
from so far organizing as to be prepared to receive 
the annual message of the president, which is usu- 
ally transmitted on the second day of the session, 
Meantime the arrangements which had beeen made 
on most of the main routes to forward the docu- 
ment, with extra dispatch, to every part of the 
union, had been entirely put out of joint—the pub- 
lic anxiety had been diverted by the importance 
of affairs which intervened, and, as if fated to obsta- 
cles, when at length the message was transmitted 
to congress on the 24th, a tremendous snow storm 
had so effectually blocked up the roads that, with 
every effort to get it on, it was twenty-five hours 
reaching the Baltimore post office from the capi- 
tol, a distance which had been accomplished with 
the president’s annual message in less than two 
hours. Instead of the usual accounts of the rapidity 
of the transmission of the message, we have, from 
every direction, statements of the delay to which 
it has been subjected in its progress, by uncon- 
trolable embarrassments. 





LEGISLATURE OF MARYLANDg—On Monday, 
December 30th, the legislature of Maryland met at 
Annapolis, and after the members pesent were qua- 
lified, adjourned. Yf 

On Tuesday, James W, Williams, esq. of Harford 
county, was elected speaker. Mr. Williams re- 
ceived 33 votes, aad Charles Sterrett Ridgely, esq. 
of Anne Arundel, received 22 votes. John N. 
Watkins was appointed chief clerk, and Henry K. 
Long assistant clerk; Jacob D. Hair, sergeant-at- 
aris, and William Murdock, doorkeeper. 

On a subsequent day, the governor’s nessa 
delivered, which will be found in page 290. 
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Srorm. One of the most disastrous storms, 
which has occurred during the season, commenced 
at the eastward, on Friday night the 27th ult. and 
continued to rage with unabated fury until Satur- 
day, atnoon. Much snow fell with the rain, and 
the destruction of the shipping was immense. The 
gale is said to have been quite equal in violence to 
that of the 15th, though happily not quite as des- 
tructive to life and property. In the Portland har- 
bor, the papers give an account of the damage done 
to no less than sixteen vessels;—off Cape Ann, to 
five or six vessels—in Boston harbor, the shipping 
suffered very much. At Portsmouth the gale was 
very violent, but no damage of any consequence 
was done in the harbor. 

_ The Boston Advertiser, says: ‘On Friday even- 
ing last between 8 and 9 o’clock, it commenced 
blowing hard from about E. N. E. and continued 
through the night hauling gradually to the E. and 
E. S. E. and at 24 or 3 o’clock blew a furious gale, 
which continued, without much diminution until 
about sunrise, when it subsided. The violence of 
the gale exceeded that of the 15th ult. and the da- 
mage to the shipping in this harbor is considerably 
greater. We earnestly hope that the accounts from 
Massachusetts bay will be less destructive than in 
the two previous gales this month. 

Vou. VII.—Sra. 19, 





FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
The packet ship George Washington arrived at 
New York on Friday, the 27th ult. She sailed on 
the 27th November, and brings dates from London 
to the evening of the 26th. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Marriage of the queen. The ‘‘special message” 
to the privy council proved to be as expected, an an- 
nouncement of her majesty’s approaching mar- 
riage. It was published on the 23d of November 
as follows: 

«I have caused you to be suinmoned at the pre- 
sent time, in order that 1 may acquaint you with 
iny resolution in a matter which deeply concerns 
the welfare of my people and the happiness of my 
future life. 

“It is my intention to ally myself in marriage 
with the prince Albert of Saxe Coburg and Gotha. 

“Deeply impressed with the solemnity of the en- 
gagement which I am about to contract, I have not 
coine to this decision without mature considera- 
tion, nor without feeling a strong assurance, that 
with the blessing of Almighty God, it will at once 
secure my domestic felicity, and serve the interests 
of my country. - 

“I have thought fit to make this resolution 
known to you atthe earliest period, in order that 

ou may be fully apprised of a matter so highly 
important to me and my kingdom, and which I 
persuade myself will be most acceptable to all my 
loving subjects ” 

The chartisis. These restless men, it appears, are 
by no means disposed to settle down in quiet under 
the severe lesson they received at Newport. Meet- 
ings of delegates had been held at various places in 
the manufacturing districts, to form another nation- 
al convention ostensibly, but really, no doubt, to 
concert measures for more active proceedings.— 
Lodges were formed with secret signs and pass 
words, and emissaries under the name of lecturers 
were going about, inciting the people to discon- 
tent and rebellion. Their operations were facili- 
tated by the extreme depression of trade and manu- 
factures, and the consequent distress among the 
operatives. 

The evidence taken on the examination of the 
Newport prisoners left no doubt of the fact, that a 
general rising throughout the kingdom was intend- 
ed, and that very great numbers of men were pledg- 
ed and partially organized to effect it. 

In consequence of alarming accounts from 
Merthyr Tydril, a detachment of one hundred men 
had been marched to Cardiff. The chartist paper, 
the Vindicator, was still circulating extensively in 
Wales, containing the most violent and stimulating 
appeals and recommendations of violent measures. 

London, 26th November. City, 12 o’ciock. The 
accounts from New York are to the 7th inst. by the 

acket ship Patrick Henry, capt. Delano, arrived at 

iverpool, and are on the whole rather better than 
was expected from the advices taken out by the 
Great western steamer, which was received in New 
York onthe 2dinstant. It seems to be the general 
opinion, that all the banks of the union, with the 
exception of those in New York and Boston must 
suspend specie payments. Consequently there has 
been much fluctuation in the securities of the dif- 
ferent states. 


The Mexican packet Swift, after a very long 


passage, (having’sailed on the 15th September), 
has arrived at Falmouth, having on board about 
$700,000. 

In American securities there has been nothing 
done. pie 

It has been rumored at Llyod’s, this afternoon, 
that the Gazette of to-morrow evening will an- 
nounce instructions for the blockade of the Chinese 
seas. On strict inquiry we do not discover any 
confirmation of the report. 

Liverpool markets, Nov. 26th. Cotton. The de- 
mand continued good up to Wednesday, and the 
quantity offered being limited, holders were ena- 
bled to obtain an advance of fully 3d. per Ib. on the 
common to fair qualities of American, and $d. on 
the common kinds of Surat. The market subse- 
quently has been well supplied, and the opera- 
tions of speculators having in a great measure ceas- 
ed, purchases have been made at a decline of 1-8d. 
on previous rates. The sales of the week amount 
to 31,590 bales, (of which 9,500 American and 
1,000 Surat are to speculators and 250 American 
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2A PLE 
for shipment), and comprise 120 Sea island at 18d. 
to 30d.; 6,740 Bowed 6}d. to 8}d.; 7,221 Mobile, 
Alabama and Tennessee 6d. to 84d.; 11,400 New 
Orleans 63 to 63d. The sales today amount tu 
about 3,500 bags, including 200 or 300 of American 
on speculation. The market upon the whole is 
more steady than at the close of the week, less cot- 
ton being offered for sale; the remainder American 
at 63d. 93 for Orleans. On Saturday 3,000 bags 
were sold. 

Liverpool corn markel, Nov. 26. The week’sim- 
port of wheat, as well British as foreign, is small, 
but we have a supply of 17,500 bbls. of American 
flour. Of the latter, and former imports from the 
United States and the Baltic, 15,800 bbls, were duty 
paid previous to Friday, when the import on wheat 
advanced to 20s. 8d. per quarter. 

The very soft and unsound state of a great por- 
tion of the new wheat, especially the growth of 
Ireland, whilst rendering it extremely difficult to dis- 
pose of, has created an increased demand for old, and 
the stocks in this port are materially diminishing. 

Several large parcels have been taken for ship- 
ment to Ireland at 9s. to 9s. 3d. and some quanti- 
ty of the better description of Baltic red at 10s. 9d. 
to 11s. 4d. the finest samples of Dantzic and English 
old white have been held at 11s. 9d. to 128. 3d.— 
Odessa soft has found a fair sale to our local millers 
at 9s. 10d. to 103. 3d. and some parcels of Mediter- 
ranean have gone off at 103. 3d. to 10s. 9d. per 70 
lbs. Irish new ranges from 6s. 6d. to 8s. 4d. 

A good portion of the liberated U. S. flour has 
found buyers at 40s. to 42s. and several thousand 
bbls. have changed hands, in bund at 29s. to 29s. 6d. 
per bbl. There is now little offering. This morn- 
ing 1,000 bbls. of American superfine flour was 
sold in bond 293. 6d. per bbl. 

Voltaire. A Genoese editor computes that the 
man who slows Voltaire’s place at Ferney makes 
87,000 franes a year. It is visited by 10,000 per- 
sons, on an average. In this amount are included 
1,200 veritable autographs of the philosopher at 20 
francs, 500 of his walking canes, 300 wigs and 800 
busts at a franc each—inade of Ferney larch. [id. 

FRANCE. 
as 7 anes See from Havre has arrived 
at New York, bringing Paris papers to the eveni 
of November 28d.” . Sie Hl 

Three per cents on that day were 81f. 90c. 

Government has received the following tele- 
graphic dispatch: i 

**Bayonne. November. Madrid, 18th. The Am- 
bassador of France to the minister of foreign af- 
fairs. A decree of the queen regent has ordered 
the dissolution of the cortes. Madrid is perfectly 
tranquil.” , 

The Belgian chamber of representatives has 
adopted by an unanimous vote the bill for prohibit- 
ing exportations of corn until 16th August, 1840. 

The Augsburg Gazette, quoting advices of the 
35th ult. says that Mehemet Ali has consented to 
give up the Turkish fleet, and to content himself 
with the hereditary sovereignty of Egypt and part 
of Syria. The same journal, however, in its Con- 
stantinople correspondence, states that the vicero 
- inclined to restore only Candia together with the 

eet. ' 

The Persian charge d’affairs at\Paris says the 
Commerce, ‘‘continues to engage Officers for the 
army of his sovereign, and is represented to have 
secured the services of several who have distin- 
guished themselves in the Carlist party of Spain. 

Paris, November 23. There was areport circulat- 
ed in Paris, yesterday, of the death of prince Met- 
ternich. We are happy to state the rumor is un- 
founded. 

The Austrian Observer publishes ar imperial de- 
cree, declaring that in case of a prohibition of the 
exportation of corn from Hungary, all grain in de- 
pot at the ports of Fiame, Bucarri, Bucarizza, Por- 
tore and Martinschizza, shall be exempt from the 
prohibition, and may be exported. 

The Journal de la Meuse states that the appear- 
ance of the early wheats, in the northeast parts of 
France is promising, and that the grass lands are in 
good condition. 

Paris, Nov. 28. Captain Dupetit-Thouars, com: 
mander of the Venus frigate, lately returned from 
her station in the south seas, for the protection of 
the French whale fishery, has addressed # lone re. 
port to the minister of the marine, containing the 
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results of his experience as to the actual condition 
of this fishety, and the improvements to be.intro- 
duced into, it, — : ei ‘ 

Russia and the Circussians. Extract of a let- 
ter from Odesa, 4th November, given by the Coin- 
merce; 

“We have just received intelligence from Anapa 
and Tiflis, that the Circassians have completely de- 
feated the Russian cavalry along the whole line of 
the Sundja, and on the plains of Alanzan, occasion- 
‘ing a loss of 3,600-men and several superior officers 
of distinguished merit. Only a few scattered rem- 
nants saved themselves by flying to Soukoum Kale, 
Anapa.and ‘other fortified places. 

All the s of the Russian cavalry were at- 
tacked nearly at the same hour by superior num- 
bers, showing that the Circassians were well in- 
formed not:only of the position, but the strength of 
each post... This expedition was conducted by the 
Circassian chief, Szambali, in person, the same 
who has aleady gained many victories over the 
Russians, and whose name has become a terror to 
them. 

CANTON. 

By the ship Morrison, captain Benson, at New 
York, the N. Y. Journal of Commerce have Can- 
ton papers to July 27th, 1839. 

The difficulties at Canton had received no modi- 
fication whatever, but were rather increasing: and 
it is thought foreign trade will be entirely suspended 
soon, and that further serious interruptions to tran- 
quillity will occur. Foreigners ofall nations (save 
afew Americans), had lett Canton with all their 
equipage, either for their respective countries or 
Macao. 

Several Americans, as well asthe American con- 
sul, were at Macao. 

The, imperial: commissioner (now at Canton), 
has just received a post haste despatch from the 
emperor, of vital importance to that envoy, and 
may, perhaps, be of paramount moment to foreign- 
Re 

The said envoy made a special despatch a few 
ronths past, to the throne, ‘stating’ that the fo- 
reigners of all nations had voluntartly surrendered 
to the. government of China, for confiscation the 
20,283. chests opium, worth 10 a 12 millions of dol- 
lars; but the emperor, per chance, having heard the 
truth, i. e. that his said envoy’s report was “‘all a 
falsehood’? (for the foreigners were all detained in 
durance vile till the opium was al/ delivered. ‘‘In 
a word, ‘opium’ or death to foreigners,” ) now orders 
the imperial commissioner (envoy) in the most 
emhpatic language, to remain at Canton until he 
settles all the difficulties he has caused with the 
foreigners; but such is quite out of the power of 
that envoy to accomplish. F 

The emperor moreover charges the imperial com- 
missioner with Le Mensonge, et la trompeur, &c. 
unprecedented in the history of China. — 

‘here is comparatively bot little business doing 
at Canton, and since the late completion of the 
Chinese wall enclosing all the foreign houses. 
‘‘Canton’”’ looks as sad as a deseried prison. ‘There 
has no vessel of any nation save American, entered 
the port of Canton, for near four months aaterior to 
the sailing of this conveyance. There are 30 or 40 
vessels at the outer anchorages of China, from Eag- 
land, Bombay, Calcutta, &c, and none of which 
are allowed. to enter the port, “by order” of H. B. 
majesty’s superintendent of affairs in China. 

The British fleet is looked fordaily from India, 
(which has been. detained on account of the Per- 
siah war) and the French ships of war Astrolebe, 
capt. D’Urville, and Zeete, capt. Jacquinot, were 
at Singapore, 3d July, from whence they were to 
sail for China on the 5th of the same month, 

At Macao (China) there is no special news, 
That city is f@llof foreigners, and no business go- 
ing on. Opium continues to be sold up the coast 
of China, and itis reported that the several vessels 
are now there wilh a large quantity of the drug, 
who by report, are determined to persevere, at all 
hazards, pending the uncertainty as to the ulterior 
measures England may adopt to regulate her inter- 
course to China, ‘tas it would appear,” froin a 
rumor, “that 12 to 15 Chinese, and two foreigners, 
were killed up ihe east coast, as well also, two or 
three Chinese by some sailors in a village adjacent 
to Lintin. The provincial authorities have sent 
high commissioners to investigate affairs, but whose 
report has not transpired yet. Should such reports 
be confirmed, it remains to be seen, what effect it 
will have upon those foreigners who now remain at 
Canton. 

Reports reached St. Helena about 15th Septem- 
ber, that the Girard, from Canton, whence she sail- 
ed for New York 16th May, put into the isle of 
France in distress 1st September, but would proba- 
bly escape damage to her cargo, which was consi- 
dered to consiat of the best teas, shipped from Chi- 





na this season. Itis also believed that the Morri- 
son has a fine cargo in teas,” 

There are on board the Morrison, two Japanese, 
those who were sent to Japan last yeariu the Mor- 
rison, by the benevolent owners of that vessel— 
the Japanese authorities refusing to receive them 
on their own shores. 

E1GHT DAYS LATER FROM EUROPE. 

The packet ship Louis Phillippe, in 23 days from 
Havre, arrived at New York on the evening of the 
28th ult. bringing Paris. papers to Dee. 3d and 
Havre to December 4th inclusive—London to De- 
cember Ist and Liverpool to 30th November. — 

The sultan of Turkey has. granted a charter to 
his subjects, which is creating a great sensation in 
Europe. 

The «London Morning Herald’ states from a 
source worthy of belief, that lord Palmerston has 
addressed a letter to the ambassador. of the United 
States in London, that her majesty’s government 
intends to blockade all the ports in the Chinese 
empire, andthat the circumstances under which 
this measure has been resolved upon, renders it 
absolutely necessary for Great Britain to take this 
step. This is a most important movement; for it 
is most likely that all the British forces in India, 
flushed with victory from Affghanistan, will march 
with alacrity to China, and reduce the emperor to 
submission and to make recompense. If to this 


we add the quarrel between Lin and the emperor, 


the aaa empire is in an uepleasant predica- 
ment, 

The money markets of London and Paris remain 
dull, but with little alteration. Cotton is a little 
lower in Havre. 

It is very evident that the principles of demo. 
eracy are making a prodigous stride in France and 
England. The chartist movement in England is 
only in the bud,and every day it is expected to 
break out simultaneously over allthe kingdom. The 
next news which will probably be brought by the 
British Queen, will reveal a few secrets. 

Notice was posted at the Bank of England, Nov. 
29, as follows: ‘The governor and company of the 
Bank of England are ready, until further notice, 
to receive applications for loans upon the deposite 
of approved bills of exchange, not having more 
than six months to run, such Joan to berepaidon or 
before 17th January next, at the rate of interest of 
6 per cent. per annum, and not to be sums less than 
£2,000 each. 

The chartists. These men are still making great 
efforts to create a general rising. They have caused 
several soldiers to desert. 

‘Last night’s Gazelle contains not less than 23 
bankruptcies, the greatest number which has ap- 
peared in one day for some time past.’’—Herald, 
Nov. 30. 

It is said at Hamburg that one of the first mer- 
cantile houses of that city willopen a credit of ten 
millions of marks banco (£710,000) for the Bank 
of England. More trouble there. 

A prodigious inundation took place inthe Thames 
and overflowed many places, towns and villages.on 
its banks. 

The «*Constitutionel’’ states thata new minister 
has been appointed for the United States,in the 
place of M. de Pontois, now at Constantinople.— 
It is to be M. de Bacourt, formerly resident French 
minister at Carlsrnhe. 

Oar old acquaintance, count de Pontois, is cutting 
a figure in the east. An Austrain paper says that 
he has thrown the Russian diplomatists into a state 
of terror, by declaring that France will recognise 
the independence of Egypt, as was done in the case 
of Texas. 

The French chambers were to meet on the 23d 
December. 

A. new inferual machine astonished the Parisians 
by an explosion, near the Palais royal, on the night 
of the 29th November. : 

Horace Vernet has arrived at Alexandria and 
has been presented to Mehemet Ali, the pasha of 
Egypt; they had an interesting conversation about 
painting. 

M. de Pontois has had an audience with the sulian. 
He has taken a splendid house at Pera, where he 
intends to entertain the members of the divan and 
the diplomatic corps. 

Counte Mole has delivered an eulogy on the late 
general Bernard, at Luxe:nbourg. 

M. Thiers forms the point of attraction of the op- 
position in France. His deportment is very attiac- 
tive in the chamber of deputies. He has a splendid 
house in the place de St. George. 

The duc de Bordeaux is running after the pretty 
girls in Italy, instead of kingdoms. 

The belief gains ground that there is to be a 
further shuffling of places amongst the Melbourne 
incapables now in office. Lord Normanby is to be 
expelled the home office, and provided for as the 
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privy seal. Lord Jobn Russeli is to return to the 
home office—while lord Clarendon “is “to grapple 
with the difficulties that envelope the colonia! rela- 
vons. 

The duke of Wellington is better. 

- Lord Brougham’s daughter is very ill. 

Louis Napoleon spends the winter at Brighton 

Lord Melbourne is about to marry a widowed 
countess. , 

Lord Hill has reprimanded three distinguished 
British officers for attending political meetings. 

The reigning duke and duchess of Saxe Coburg 
are expected to arrive on a visit to her majesty in 
the month of March. 

The foreign exchanges are once more kept with 
tolerable firmness, to the quotations of the last post 
day, and hopes, therefore, begin to prevail in the 
city that a favorable turn in them is near at hand. 
As the whole continent is literally glutted with 
English gold, there requires but a trifling change 
to induce its return to this country. 

By the usual official return published by the 
customs, the exportation of precious metals from 
London, the week ending the 2\st of November, 
was—silver coin to Hamburgh, 254,000 ounces: 
Jamaica, 2,554. Gold bars to Hamburgh, 420. ; 

[ Times, 

The position of the Bank of England is daily 
becoming more firm, by the steady influx of bui- 
lion from abroad, as well as from the interior of 
England; at the same time the great reduction in 
her liabililies remove all further apprehension as to 
her ability to meet any call which is likely to be 
made upon her for gold in exchange for notes. We 
hear that the currency, as administered by the Bank 
of England, is contracted below what it has been 
known for the last 30 years; it is said that the amount 
of circulation on Saturday last was under 16 mil- 
lions of pounds, and of deposites not much over 
five millions; the nearer approach to this contrac- 
tion was in December, 1822, when the circula- 
tion was only £ 16,083,550, and the deposites only 
£ 6,213,300. 

With a knowledge of these facts, it is not sur- 
prising that the mercantile classes should have been 
put to inconvenience fo; want of ready money, and 
that they should be compelled to tnake soine sacri- 
fice to obtain currency,in which medium alone 
they must pay their acceptances, and other engage- 
ments. Capital is abundant in all shapes; and 
there is no feeling of doubt or diseredit about the 
solidity of trade, but the great difficulty is to obtain 
a supply in the circulating mediuin, as it is found 
that with sixteen millions of notes the transactions 
of the country cannot be adjusted co easily as with 
nineteen millions. [ Globe. 

Havre, Saturday 30th Nov. 1839. Colions. By 
the packet ship Burgundy, which vessel made an 
unusually rapid passage, we received on Monday 
last New York dates to the Sth instant, the un- 
favorable tenor of which; connected with the gloo- 
my accounts freen the interior, has not only had the 
eifect of datnping the demand wiih-us, but has 
also created a strong desire amongst the importers 
to realize speedily. The aspect of our market, 
which last week assumed an upward tendency, has, 
consequently, entirely changed and the reverse is 
now the case. ® 

Notwithstanding, however, that prices have re- 
ceded fully £20n all the United States deserip- 
tions, the purchases are merely from hand to mouth, 
and appear to be made with considerable circum- 
spection. The clouds which had before hung over 
the commercial horizon, by which only a few days 
ago seemed on the eve of being dispelled, have there- 
fore once more lowered, and our stock of cottons, 
instead of diminishing, as was naturally expected, 
has again accumulated, the arrivals during the pre- 
sent month having amounted to 18,759 bales against 
17,759 bales outgoings. As regards our actual 
quotations they are 2.a3f. below those at the com- 
mencement of the month. 

Sales from 23d to 80th November:—1,737 bales 
New Orleans, inferior to good fair, 83f. 50c.a 112f. 
455 Mobile, inferior to good fair, 85 a 110f, 548 
Upland, inferior and ordinary to midfair and fair 
90a 103f. 86 Florida, inferior and ordinary to ordi- 
nary 87 a 94f. 

Marseilles colton market, Nov. 25. The sales of 
the week have been of American descriptions, as 
follows:—46 bales 97f. 50c. 247 Georgia 97f. 30c. 
95f. 50c. 





MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF MA- 
RYLAND. 
Delivered to both houses of the legislature, on ‘Thurs- 
day, 2d January, 1840. 
Gentlemen of the senale 
and of the house of delegates, 

The pecuniary embarrassments of the state, and 

the present condition of the works of internal im- 
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rovement are the most important subjects that will 
come under your consideration. The public debt 
of Maryland, according to a statement furnished by 
the treasurer, amounts to fourteen millions, five 
hundred and eighty-seven thousand, six hundred 
and eighty-nine dollars. This sum includes but 
five thousand five hundred dollars of the loan of 
seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, granted 
at the last session to the Baltimore and Susquehan- 
na rail road company. The bonds-for the residue 
of this loan are not yet disposed of, and are still in 
the possession of the comintssioner of loans. Of 
the million of dollars subscribed to the Eastern 
Shore rail road, atid of the three hundred thousand 
subscribed to the Annapolis and Elkridge rail road, 
the estimate of the treasurer includes only that 
portion which has been actually paid. 


So far as the state is liable for the balance of 
these subscriptions, or for the bonds issued for the 
use of the Susquehanna rail road company, an ad- 
dition is to be made to the treasurer’s estimate.— 
It is, therefore, difficult to state precisely the 
amount of the public debt. Some uncertainty in 
ascertaining it, also arises from the substitution of 
five per cent. sterling bonds for those previously 
issued, at the rate of four dollars and forty-four 
cents for the pound sterling, instead of the true 
rate of four dollars and eighty-five cents; which 
makes a considerable difference in the whole 
amount. 

This state received, as its portion of the surplus 
revenue, 958,828 dollars; of which there remains a 
balance of 647,637 dollars, deposited in the Union 
bank, the Franklin bank, and the Bank of Balti- 
more. As the general government is not likely to 
reclaim the sums distributed among the states, the 
portion received by this state is not estimated at 
present as a part of its public debt; on the contrary 
the balance remaining may be considered as ‘so 
much added to its means of complying with other 
engagements. Of the old productive capital of the 
state, there is still left the sum of 528,996 dollars, 
invested in the stock of different banks. The sink- 
ing fund has been gradually accumulating, fill it 
now amounts to 1,013,372 dollars; nearly the whole 
of which sum has been invested in state stocks.— 
After deducting the sinking fund, the debts and lia- 
bilities of the state probably a:mount to fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars; and, with the exception of 258,855 
dollars, have all been contracted for purposes of 
internal iinproverment. 


The interest on the public debt is increasing 
every year, in proportion to the amount of stock 
sold. The amount payable at the loan office in 
Baltimore, in 1833 was 230,000 dollars, in 1839, it 
was 291,000, and in 1840 it will be $30,000 dollars. 
The interest payable at London cannot be ascer- 
tained, because no report has been made to the 
treasurer, of the sales of our stock in foreign mar- 
kets. The amount is inconsiderable at present, 
but it will be increased as the stock finds pur- 
chasers. The internal improvement companies 
are bound tu pay the interest on their respective 
portions of the public debt, before it becomes due 
from the treasury. Of those that have had ad- 
vances from the state, the Baltimore and Qhio rail 
road company is the only one, which has fully com- 
plied with its engagements. The Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal company is bound “to pay annually 
120,000 dollars for interest on the two million loan 
granted in 1834. It paid the whole interest in 1838, 
but only 95,000 dollars in 1839. The treasury had 
a claim on the Susquehanna rail road company in 
1838, for interest to the amount of 64,466 dollars, 
and received 45,000; and in 1839, to the amount of 
75,082 dollars and fifty cents, and received only 82 
dollars and fifty cents. These two companies do 
not yet receive a sufficient revenue from their 
works to defray current expenses, and are obliged 
to depend on loans or the sale of stock, for the ful- 
filment of their engagements. The means having 
failed in 1839, in consequence of the scareity of 
money, they were unable to satisfy the demands of 
the treasury. 


The annual revenne of the state, exclusive of 
interest paid by the internal improvement compa- 
nies, is barely sufficient to defray the ordinary ex- 
penses of government, which are estimated, for 
the ensuing year, at two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. The whole expenditures, including 
the interest on the public debt, greatly exceeded 
the annual receipts; and the deficiency in the re- 
venue is supplied out of the special deposites.— 
This fund, if applied to this purpose alone, will be 
exhausted in two or three years; and the bank 
stock will be the next resource for meeting the de- 
ficiency, unless some other means be provided in 
the mean time. Experience has proved, that the 
internal improvement companies cannot be relied 
on, for the punctual payment of their respective 





| effect. 


portions of the interest of the public debt as it be- 
comes cue from the treasury. ‘ 
Fhe state entered by degrees into a connexion 


with canal and rail road companies, and still more: 
cautiously into the plan of borrowing money for 


their support. Atthe extra session of 1836, the de- 
cisive measure was adopted of authorising the issue 
of bonds to the amount of eiyht millions of dollars, 
and of sending them to foreign markets for sale. 
At that time money was abundant, American 
securities were in demand, and the credit of 
the state stood unimpaired, and very little doubt 
was entertained, that the bonds could be disposed 
of according to the terms prescribed by the act of 
assembly. But the following year, when the com- 
missioners, who were appointed to negotiate the 
proposed loan, visited Europe for that purpose, a 


great change had taken place in the money market, 


and it was found impossible to sell the bonds at the 
stipulated price. After their return, they con- 
cludéd an agreement with the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal company, and the Baltimore and Ohio 
rail road company, fora sale of a large portion of 
the bonds, amounting to six millions of dollars.— 
At December session 1837, the legislature refused 
to sanction this agreement, because it was appre- 
hended that the companies might be compelled to 
sacrifice the credit of the state; but assented to a 
modification of it, which required that none of the 
bonds should be transferred from the possession of 
the commissioner of loans, till their equivalent in 
money was paid into the treasury, according to the 
conditions of the loan of 1836. Yet at the same 
session, the legislature directed the delivery of 
stock to the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, 
to the amount of two millions five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The bonds thus delivered to that 
company were transferred to banks and capitalists 
on both sides of the Atlantic, to be held as pledges 
for temporary loans, or sold, at the option of the 
holders, for whatever discredited stock would bring 
in a depressed market. The 5 per cent. sterling 
stock issued in pursuance of the acts of last session, 
and delivered to the internal improvement compa- 
nies, will probably pass through a similar course of 
degradation. When these companies are pressed 
by heavy engagements, which they generally con- 
tract without funds, they are compelled to sacrifice 
whatever securities come into their possession, for 
the purpose of saving their own credit, and prevent- 
ing the immediate ruin of their laborers and contrac- 
tors. The Chesapeake and Ohio canal company 
was in this condition when it received the 6 percent. 
stockin 1838, and the additional 5 per cent. sterling 
stock, for one million three hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars issued in pursuance of the act 
of last session. These stocks have been used in 
the payment of old debts, and the fulfilment of ex- 
isting contracts, which could not be abandoned 
without the payment of heavy damages to the con- 
tractors. 

What loss will result from the hypothecation and 
forced sale of the stock, the high interest of the 
loans for which it was pledged, and the payment of 
costs and commissions, it is impossible to ascertain; 
but the amount will considerably reduce the re- 
sources, upon which the company relied for the 
completion of the canal. The state has invested 
seven millions of dollars in loans and subscriptions 
for that work, which will yield neither interest nor 
dividend till it is finished to Cumberland. Between 
that place andthe District of Columbia, there is no 
intermediate point, at which it can terminate, with 
the least prospect of advantage to the state, or pro- 
fit to the stockholders. When it reaches Cumber- 
land, it will form, by means of a connexion with 
the national road, a cheap and easy communication 
with the Ohio river; and will derive a profitable bu- 
siness from the transportation of coal, iron, mer- 
chandise and agricultural produce. ‘The state will 
then begin to derive some profit from her invest- 
ments; and, when it is extended to the Patapsco, as 
provided for in the charter, Baltimore will receive 
a large portion of the trade to which it will give 
rise. But the completion of the canal and the en- 
gagements of the company will probably require 
three millions of dollars, in addition to the sums al- 
ready advanced; and in the present condition of the 
treasury, itis a subject of serious consideration, 
whether so large an addition could be made to the 
public debt, without entirely prostrating the credit 
of the state. It was made the duty of the executive, 
by an act of the last session, to propose on the part 
of the state, to finish the canal to Cumberland, on 
condition of receiving a transfer of the stock, held 
by the general government in the canal company; 
and that proposition has been acecrdingly commu- 
nicated to the president of the United States. If 
accorded to by congress, it will be the province of 
the legislature to provide means for carrying it into 
A report of the present condition of the 


company is expected, and will be communicated to 
the two houses as soon as it is received. : 

- The Baltimore and Ohio rail read company, until 
recently, has avoided the error of. entering into ar- 
rangements beyond its means. After the comple- 
lion of the Washington branch, its attentiow was di- 
rected more to the repairs and improvement of that 
part of the main stem which had been previously 
finished, than to the extention of its works towards 
the Ohio. The two lines of road, now in operation, 
afford great facilities for travelling, and for the trans- 

rtation of goods and agricultural produce; and the 

ashington branch yields a profit to the stockhold- 
ers. Theinterest on the stock, issued to pay the 
state subscription has been regularly discharged; 
and a considerable sum has been annually paid into 
the treasury, besides from the transportation of tra- 
vellers on the Washington road. 

Preparations are now in progress for extending 
the main stem from Harper’s Ferry to Wheeling, and 
the line between the former place and Cumberland 
has been put under contract. The distance from 
Harper’s Ferry to Wheeling is two ‘hundred and 
ninety-two miles; and at a moderate éstimate the 
whole work will cost ten millions of dollars. The 
means of the company, for completing the road be- 
tween these points, consist of state bonds for three 
millions of dollars, of city stock for the same sum, 
of the subscription of Wheeling for one million, and 
of the contribution of Virginia, of two-fifths of the 
expenditures within her limits, estimated at one 
million three hundred and thirty-eight thousand 
dollars. it is understood that no payments are ex- 
pected from Virginia or Wheeling, till the road is 
completed to the Ohio; and in the present state of 
the money market, and of American. securities, 
there is no pruspect of selling the state or city bonds, 
without such a loss, as would materially diminish 
the resources of the company. 

The president of the company went to England 
in September, with full power conferred upon him 
by the board of directors, to sell or pledge the state 
bonds; or to make such arrangements for their fu- 
ture sale or hypothecation, as he might deem most 
advantageous to the parties concerned. In the ex- 
ecution of this trust, he deposited the bonds with 
Baring, Brothers & Co. who agreed to become the 
agents of the rail road wre on the following 
conditions: They are to sell the bonds at certain 
prices, and to charge certain commissions, and are 
to allow the company, after next February, todraw 
upon them for ten thousand pounds sterling a month, 
under the limitation, that their advances are never 
to exceed forty thousand pounds at any one time. 
They are at liberty to sell as much stock, as may 
be-required to cover these advances, without ah 
restriction 23 to price or time.—After thus reim- 
bursing themselves, they are to permit the company 
to draw in like manner for similar sums; and this 
operation may be repeated, till the bonds are all 
foreed into the market for the payment of tempora- 
ry loans. For some time before the bonds were sent 
to England, the scarcity of money, and the abun- 
dance of American securities, and their rapid fall 
in value, made it impossible to effect a sale, or ne- 
gociate a loan on reasonable terms; and the intro- 
duction of so large an amount of Maryland stock 
into foreign markets, under such circumstances, 
and for so slight an inducement, was calculated to 
sink more deeply, if possible, the credit of the bonds 
which had been unfortunately pledged by the Che. 
sapeake and Ohio canal company. 

In making this arrangement with the Barings, the 
Baltimore and Ohio rail road company has entered 
into the system of hypothecation, which has been 
so disastrous to the credit of the state; and, in en- 
tering into extensive operations, without money or 
the certainty of raising it, has abandoned the pru- 
dent and cautious policy which has generally cha- 
racterised its proceedings. 


The state subscription and loans to the Baltimore 
and Susquehanna rail road company amounted to 
1,352,000 dollars, besides the loan of 750,000 dol- 
lars, authorised at the last session. The last loan 
was granted to enable the company to pay its debts, 
and finish the road_to Wrightsville, and thus form 
a connection with the Pennsylvania works. The 
commissioner of loans, who was Cirected to sell the 
bonds issued for this purpose, has applied a smail 
portion of them to the use of the company, and has 
detained the rest in his hands, because they could 
not be sold withoutloss. As the company could 
derive but little advantage from this loan, for which 
it had consented to important modifications of its 
charter, it made an arrangement with the city of 
Baltimore for the loan of city stock, to a sufficient 
amount to complete the road to Wrightsville, which 





Eastern Shore rail road, on the condition that’ 





is expected to be in operation next ee “ 
nA. 


The state subscribed one million of dollars fo 
bona fide subscriptions should be made, to a suf 
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cient amount to complete the road. -No new con- 
tracts have been made since last winter, and the 
work has been suspended throughout the line, ex- 
cept asmall portion of itin Somerset county. Of 
its debts, embarrassments and general condition, a 
— is expected in a few days. 

he Annapolis and Elk Ridge rai] road company 
received asu ption from the state of 300,000 
dollars, a part of which has been paid in money, and 
a part in bonds, which Jast remain unsold in the 
hands of the treasurer. The Tide Water canal com- 
pany received, in pursuance of the act of last ses- 
sion, a loan of a million of dollars in state bonds, 
which were negociated at the United States bank, 
and afterwarde transmitted to England, with other 
securities, to meet the engagements of that institu- 
tion. The canal is now finished, and will be open- 
ed in the spring for the trade of the Susquehanna. 
It connects the Pennsylvania canals with the Che- 
sapeake bay, and forms an important link in the 
chain of inland communication between the differ- 
ent states of the union. 

In giving a particular account of the embarrass- 
ments into which the state has been drawn, by the 
wild spirit of internal improvement, my object is to 
call the attention of the Jegislature to the necessity 
of- guarding against an increase of existing evils, and 
of providing, if possible, for the gradual redemption 
of the public debt. I donot perceive how these ob- 
jects can be effected without assisting the further 
issue and hypothecation of state stock; reducing 
the public expenditures by a rigid system of econo- 
my, and inereasing the revenue by a moderate tax 
on real and personal estate, till itis sufficient to pay 
the interest, and have a small surplus to be applied 
to the principal of the public debt. Two hundred 
thousand dollars a year, in addition to the present 
revenue, would probably be sufficient for this pur- 
pose, if raised at once; but the longer the taxes are 
postponed the heavier they must be at last. The 
opinion may be held by some few, that this debt is 
not binding on the state; and by others, that if bind- 
ing, it will never be paid, because the people will 
not consent to be taxed. But it has been contract- 
ed, and confirmed by successive legislatures; sanc- 
tioned by the people themselves, in the continued re- 
election of representatives, who were most promi- 
nent in creating it; and the obligations of the state 
are in the hands of men, who relied upon her good 
faith, and whose borrowed money has been expend- 
ed on her works, It is impossible to question the 
validity of the debt, and unreasonable to plead ina- 
bility, without first making an effort to discharge it. 

The assumption of the state debts by the general 
governinent, has been suggested as the most effectu- 
al means of extricating the states froin their present 
embarrassments; but as this measure is beyond the 
control of Maryland, her safest course is to act upon 
the supposition that she will be obliged to provide 
for the payment of herowndebts. It has been also 
proposed to divide the proceeds of the public lands 
among the different states, for purposes of internal 
improvement. The friends of education are com- 
petitors for this fund. Whether it will be applied 
to either or both of these objects, or to the parpaees 
of the general government, is a question which will 
probably not be settled, till our rail roads and canals 
are beyond the reach of assistance. 

It has been proposed by those, who are aware of 
the uncertainty of aid from the general governinent, 
that the internal improvement companies should be 
authorised toissue paper money, based on the credit 
of the state, for the purpose of prosecuting their 
works. The Chesapeake and Ohio canal company 
has frequently resorted to the expedient of issuing 
scrip, to relieve itself from existing debts, which it 
had no other means of discharging. For the same 
reason, it has recently issued notes bearing interest 
and payable in state bonds, It has been lately de- 
termined by the Baltimore and Ohio rail road com. 
pany, to issue certificates for circulation, based on 
the credit of the stock which is to be paid for the 


isconvertible. It will bedistributed.in small suins, 
along the line of the works, among Jaborers and 
others, who do not dealin stocks, and who are not 
able to make permanent investments. It will be 


and sold to capitalists at a profit, for something less 
than the price of the stock. The depreciation of the 
stock, suggested the idea of issuing other paper in 
its place. If it could have been soli at par, or ex- 
changed for bank notes or had been available in any 
other form, the scheme would not have occurred to 
the companies, of issuing a paper currency, not to 
a small amount for circulation, but to such an ex- 
ces3 as to coerce the conversion of it into depreciat- 
ed funds. 

If the state and city stocks rise to their proper 
value, as they certainly will if not used too freely, 
money can be raised upon them without the inter- 
vention of canal and rail road certificates. At pre- 
sent, when the state bonds are forced into the tnar- 
ket, and sold by suspended banks, at a discount of 
twenty and thirty per cent. they are not a suitable 
foundation tor a circulating medium. If a state 
bank were established, and its notes were payable 
in depreciated stock, the result would be the imme- 
diate depreciation of the notes; unless they were 
limited to such an amount as could be used in the 
collection and disbursement of the public revenue. 
If issued only to that amount, they would circulate 
freely for other purposes; and so would the rail road 
certificates, under the same limitations; for the ob- 
vious reason, that they might always be applied to 
the particular use, for which they would be as cur- 
rent as gold and silver. The issue of certificates to 
any excess, would be particularly injurious to the 
Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, because it is 
now receiving a large income from its operations. 

In proportion as the paper fell in value, a rise 
would take place in contracts, labor, mechanics bills 
and all expenses paid by the company in that medi- 
um; while its own charges for freight and passen- 
gers would be paid according to the rates fixed by 
law, in depreciated certificates, purchased ata dis- 
count for that purpose. 

There is another objection to this funding sys- 
tem; and that is its tendency to increase the de- 
rangement of the currency. hen paper money is 
issued by banks alone, ior sums not less than five 
dollars, and redeemable in gold and silver, there is 
a possibility of restraining it within reasonable 
limits. The banks have the benefit of its circula- 
tion, and the means of ascertaing its amount; and in 
times of pressure, have aresource in the coin which 
fills the minor channels of business. If other cor- 
porations or individuals, issue notes for circulation, 
they embarrass the operations of the banks and 
increase the fluctuations in the currency. While 
they are not paying specie themselves they may 
sell or exchange their own paper for bank notes, 
and draw specie out of the banks. If canal and 
rail road companies, holding perpetual charters, 
and engaged in extensive contracts, were allowed 
the privilege of issuing paper to supply their own 
wants and not the wants of the public, the present 
banking system would be made infinitely worse, 
and complete confnsion would be introduced into 
the currency of the state. 

Legislative measures are required in relation to 
the banks, private banking, and the circulation of 
small notes. But whether the currency will ever 
be restored to a sound state, or the operations of 
banking reduced within proper limits, is a very 
doubtful question. There is a tendency in this, 


banks. The real stockholders, that as, those who 
have, paid for their stock, know nothing about the 
management of the banks, and have very little in. 
fluence in choosing officers and directors. Man 


purchased ata discount, by brokers and speculators, | of them are women and children, and all of oo 


in losing their stock, suffer sufficiently, without be- 
ing deprived of every thing else to satisfy depositors 
and note holders, who commit the same indiseretion 
of trusting the banks. 

The state is a stockholder, and has more power 
than individuals to prevent mismanagement; yet 
banks might fail before the causes were known to 
the public authorities. The stock is continual) 
changing hands, and it would be difficult to trace 
the lability through a succession of stockholders, 
indeed it would be useless to make the search, for 
if such a provision were ingrafted into bank char- 
ters, the owners of shares would be found in pos- 
session of no other property. ‘The same objections 
apply, with greater force, to the plan of depriving 
stockholders of their dividends. They have no con- 
trol over banks, and many of them, no other support; 
and it would be rather a rigorous proceeding, to take 
the bread out of their mouths, because the govern- 
ment itself allowed these institutions to violate their 
obligations. Under such a regulation the state 
would be deprived of her divicends, which could 
not be conveniently spared in the present condition 
of the treasury. ‘The officers and directors instead 
of being punished or restrained by a provision of 
this kind, would be benefitted by its operation, in 
having a large amount of uupaid dividends for the 
accommodation of themselves and their friends. 

It would be in vain to prohibit loans to directors, 
because the notes of other persons might be dis- 
counted for their use. To limit the circulation ac- 
cording to the amount of specie is an uncertain rule 
for many reasons; and especially for these: that the 
proportions are varying every hour, and that specie 
is as likely to be demanded for deposites, as for 
notes. If the loans and discounts of every bank in 
the state were fixed at a certain limit, beyond which 
they could never be carried without causing a for- 
feiture of its charter; its circuulation might be kept 
under control; its overtrading be checked, and an 
excuse furnished for resisting the importunate de- 
mands of borrowers. If this limit were fixed by 
law, each bank would have some security against 
the excesses of the rest, and might be regulated in 
its own operations, according to i's actual capital 
and means. No bank ought to be perinitted to is- 
sue, pay or receive any note fora iess sum than 
five dollars, under any circumstances; or to refuse 
to redeein its obligations, till its specie was entire- 
ly exhausted. 

It would thew be seen which was standing on a 
solid foundation; wheréas, at present, they are all 
placed upon the same footing and are covered by the 
same shield. They would be deprived of the power 
of drawing specie from other banks, while they were 
not paying it themselves; and relieved from the du- 
ty of deciding whether the public interest required 
them to suspend or resume. But no regulations or 
restrictions will avail, unless some means be pro- 
vided for enforcing them; and unless the legislature 
reserve the power to repeal the charter of every 
bank that violated the conditions imposed. The 
banks ought to be required to give their assent to 
whatever legal provisions nay be adopted; and those 
which refused would be left exposed to the peual- 
ties incurred, and be compelled ‘to wind up their 
affairs, unless, indeed, their broken charters were 
found too strong for the power and authority of the 





and every otber state to extend the banking system, 
and of course to weaken it, by the multiplication of: 
new banks. Old charters are renewed, long before 


ed obligations; and the charters of broken banks are : 
never reclaimed. These last are offered for sale, 
as if they were stillin existence; and banks that 
suspend while others are paying specie, revive in 
times of general suspenson; and are sometimes pur- 
chased by new companies, who wish to shelter 





city subscription of three millions of dollars. 

The stock is to be placed in the hands of commis- 
sioners, for the redemption of the rail road certifi- 
cates as fast as they are presented, in sums not less 
than one hundred dollars. This is one of the means 
relied on, for the construction of the road between 
Harper’s Ferry and Cumberland. A company, 
constantly receiving and paying away money, may 
issue a certain amount of this kind of paper on the 
basis of its own operations. As much of it as is re- 
quired for the payment of tolls and other charges, 
may be kept continually in circulation; not on ac- 
count of the security upon which it rests, but be- 
cause it answers all the purposes of money. To 
this extent, it is more valuable than state or city 
stock, and will not be funded in either. When 
more is paid out than will freely circulate, the ope- 
ration of funding will begin; and then the paper 
will sink below the value of the stock into which it 


themselves under vested privileges; or by old banks 
in other states, that choose to establish agencies in 
Maryland. Savings institutions, private bankers, 
and individuals, issue their small notes, redeemable 
in what are called current funds; and paper muney 
fills all the channels of circulation. 

It is for the legislature to determine whether these 
evils will admit of correction, and what legal provi- 
sions will be most likely to accomplish that object. 
It appears to be the general opinion, that banks 
ought to be placed under additional regulations and 
restrictions; and that stockholders should be made 
responsible to creditors for all losses, and be depriv- 
ed of their dividends during a suspensiun of specie 
}payments, [ shall first point out what appears to 
ine objectionable in the plan of subjecting stock- 
holders to these liabilities, and then suggest such 





state. 
I have not thought it necessary to go into an ex- 


| amination of the causes which have led to the peri- 
they expire; none are repealed, on account of violat- ; odical embarrassments of trade, and to the late sus- 


pension of the banks. These subjects have been 
so frequently discussed, and have become so inti- 
mately connected with party questions, that nothing 
that I could say would change the opinions of other 
men in relation to the pressures. An adverse ba- 
lance of trade is more embarrassing to the banks now 
than formerly, because small notes, in almost every 
state, have usurped the place of such silver coin, as 
on account of its weight, is fit for foreign markets. 
In meeting a foreign demand, the banks have no re- 
source in the circulation of the country, and are 
obliged to furnish the requisite supply of specie out 
of their own vaults. No measures of the general 
government or of the states, can prevent the evils 
complained of, while so many banks are in opera- 
tion; While nearly the whole circulating medium 
consists of paper currency; and while the immense 
issues of state securities are disturbing the opera- 
tions of trade, and causing money to ebb or flow, ac- 
cording to their rejection or sale in foreign markets. 

There is another subject of importance, which, 
as it comes annually under consideration, will pro- 
bably occupy the attention of the legislature at the 








regulations as may have a beneficial effect upon the 


present session; I mean the amendment of the con- 
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stitution. Formed in the midst of the revolutionary 
war, for a country only partially settled, and for a 

ople just emerging from a state of colonial depen- 
denee, it was difficult to adapt its provisions to the 
new character they were about to assume, and im- 
possible to provide forthe successive changes which 
time might produce in their condition. The mode 
of amending it furnishes proof, that it was nothing 
more than a provisional organization of a new go- 
vernment. It has been changed from time to time 
till it has become a shapeless mass of unintelligible 
and contradictory provisions. Some of its great 
leading principles remain in theory, but have been 
rendered nugatory by legislative and judicial con- 
struction. Some of its restrictions upon popular 
rights have been repealed, and a new spirit has been 
breathed into it by the people. But every amend- 
ment has been made in reference to some particular 
object, and has broken the connexion between the 
provisions that remained; and no one can tell what 
the constitution is, or where it is to be found. 

But its greatest defect is, that the legislature has 
power and control over it. A constitution is a li- 
mitation of power, and marks out for each branch 
of the government, the orbit in which it is to move. 
Ours is a constitution for the judiciary and the exe- 
cutive, but not for the legislature. This branch may 
abolish the other branches or take away their pow- 
ers. It might have been supposed, that an amend- 
ment proposed at one session would come under the 
action of the people before its confirmation at the 
next; but meinbers are elected and re-elected on ac- 
count of their general character and influence, and 
very seldoin in reference to any particular measure. 
The legislature, on great occasions, has been oblig- 
ed to act iu its conventional capacity, because there 
was no other practicable mode of introducing salu- 
tary amendments. But it is time that the power of 
legislation should be separated from the higher pow- 
er of regulating the principles and boundaries of the 
government; and that a permanent constitution 
should be formed by a convention of the people. 

There are some, who think that the people who 
lived in Maryland in 1776, deprived themselves and 
all succeeding generations, of the power to alter the 
present constitution, or to make another, except in 
a prescribed form, and through the agency of the 
general assembly. Those, who believe that the 
people have made no such surrender of power, are 
nevertheless of opinion, that the most regular mode 
of calling a convention,is by means of the constitut- 
ed authorities. The legislature might by two suc- 
cessive acts. ‘The call of a convention might be 
provided for by an amendment of the present con- 
stitution, which would remove every scruple; and 
by the same means the state might be saved from 
any additional expenses. By omitting one session 
of the legislature, and having a convention to sit in 
its place, nothing would be added to the ordinary 
expenditures. 

In the discharge of my official duties, very few 
things have come to my knowledge, that are deserv- 
ing of your attention. Various official reports and 
communications have been received, arid will be 
communicated. The arms heretofore received from 

lie general government, have than’ been distri- 
buted to militia companies as directed by law and 
special resolutions. The muskets lately received 
from the ordnance department, have been retained 
in the armory, and these are all that are now fit for 
service. ‘here ought to be always asupply of arms 
at the seat of government for sudden emergencies; 
but if the old system is continued, of distributing 
them as fast as they are received, and of receiving 
in exchange for them, such as are not worth repair- 
ing, it will be better to abolish the armories and get 
rid of the expense. 

Last suinmer, col. Thruston was ordered out with 
a part of his regiinent, to suppress a riot among the 
laborers on the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. No 
charge has been made for the services performed, 
but an account will be presented for the expenses 
incurred, which cannot be paid by the executive 
without authority of law. 

With the exception of the disturbance on the ca- 
nal, which was proinptly suppressed, good order has 
prevailed in every part of the state. During the past 
year, there has been a considerable abatement of 
crime; and very few cases have occurred, of violence 
or outrage, or of the use of pistols,dirks and knives, 
with which,disturters of the public peace generally 
arm themselves. The law in relation to fines and 
imprisonment requires some modification. A man 
not able to pay a fine, may be kept in perpetual im- 
prisonment, unless he is released by the executive. 

There ought to be no necessity for such interfer- 
ehce, which might be obviated by providing for the 
release of the offender afterva liinited confinement. 
A man was serifenced .by a district court of Anne 
Arundel county, to be imprisoned ten days and fined 
five dollars, for committing an assault and battery. 
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Not being able to pay the fine. and being a stranger 
and without funds, he remained in the Annapolis 
jail fifteen months before his case was brought be- 
fore the executive. 

The constitution of Maryland does not make it 
the duty of the executive to recommend measures to 
the legislature; and I communicate my views on the 
present occasion, not so much from a sense of offi- 
cial duty, as from a desire to comply with what ap- 
pears to be the general expectation; and I have ex- 
pressed my opinions freely, not that I supposed them 
entitled to much weight, but because I wished them 
to be understood. WM. GRASON. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY, 
ON THE FINANCES. 
Treasury department, Dec. 3, 1839. 

The undersigned respectfully submits to congress 
the following report on the finances, in obedience 
to the ‘tact supplementary to the act to establish 
the treasury department:” 

It is gratifying to be able to state, notwithstand- 
ing the embarrassments of the present year, that 
the revenues of the general government have been 
increased, the expenditures diminished, and most 
of the treasury notes redeemed. 


Revenue and means for 1839, exclusive of trusts and 

the post office. 

The balance in the treasury on the Ist of January, 
1839, which could be considered available for 
general purposes, was $2,466,961 95 

The data on which this computation rests are in the 
table annexed, (A). 

The receipts from customs, the first 
three quarters, as appearing on 
the register’s books, are 

This includes about two millions 
and three-fourth collected last 
year in treasury notes, but not 
carried. on bis books till 1839. 
From this cause the actual re- 
ceipts in this year will, to that 
extent, appear larger than they 
ought. 

Receipts from lands the first three 
quarters, including also some col. 
lected last year in treasury notes 5,417,286 81 

Miscellaneous receipts 125,208 78 

Estimated receipts for the . fourth 
quarter from all those sources 

Receipts on some of the debts 
against banks not available on Ist 
January, 1839, but since paid 

Froin the third issue of treasury 
notes under the act of March 2, 
1839 3,857,276 21 





$18,328,393 50 


5,700,000 00 


1,322,636 00 





Aggregate means, $37,217,812 75 
Expenditures for 1339, exclusive of the post office 
and trusts. 

Civil, foreign and miscellaneous, for 

the first three quarters $3,649,508 23 
Military, for the first three quarters 10,791,799 21 
Naval, for the first three quarters 4,713,701 57 
Estimate for all, during the fourth 

quarter 5,600,000 00 
Funded debt for the year 14,658 98 





24,769,667 99 

Redemption of treasury notes in the 
first three quarters, interest as 
well as principal 

This includes two millions and 
three-fourths: paid in for duties 
and lands last year, but not car- 
ried on the register’s books till 
1839. From this cause the ex- 
penditures on that account will 
appear larger by that amount 
than they actually have been 
within those quarters 

Estimated amount of notes re- 
deemed in the fourth quarter 


9,891,759 83 


1,000,000 00 





Aggregate payments 35,661,427 82 
Leaving an available balance of 
money in the treasury on the 31st 


of Deceinber, 1839, of 1,556,384 93 





37,217,812 75 

General exhibits of the receipts and expendi- 
oN in) 1888 are presented in the table annexed, 
(B). 

The. funds computed to be not available, nor ap- 
plicable to public purposes, at the commencement 
and atthe close of the present year, can be seer in 
the table before mentioned, (A). 

Details of «the expenditures in the first three 
quarters of 1839 are also given in the'subjoined 





statement, (C). 


Public debt and treasury notes. 


The condition of the small remains of the fund-: 


ed debt bas not materially altered since the last an- 

nual report. <A statement of it, with the several 

a made within the year, is herewith ex- 
ibited, (D). 

Though incommoded by repeated pressures in 
the money market and suspensions of specie pay- 
ment by the banks, within the last three years, the 
interest and all the principal due on that debt, as 
well as on treasury notes, have been punctually 
paid in specie whenever desired. A_ detailed 
statement of the issue and redemption of treasury 
notes, during 1839, is aunexed, (E). 

Not more than one-fourth.of a million of the 
first and second emissions, and two millions and a 
half of the third, will probably remain outstanding 
at the close of the year. The former emissions 
have been for some months redeemable, but the 
last one does not begin to be till March, 1840, ex- 
cept as previously offered in payment of public 
dues. The aggregate of two millions and three- 
fourths of principal is therefore all that it is com- 
puted will be unpaid of nearly twenty millions, 
which were issued since October, 1837, in conse- 
quence of indulgences granted to the merchants on 
their bonds, and the banks on their deposite debts. 
At no one time has the amount of notes outstand- 
ing been allowed to exceed ten millions, and the 
precast very reduced aggregate, unredeemed, is 
ess than the sums still owing from the banks that 
suspended specie payments in 1837, and from the 
Pennsylvania bank of the United States on its bond 
due in September next; and might with ease have 
been paid during the present year, had the money 
been received on those claims. 

Exports and imports within the commercial year 
1839. 

The exports during the year ending September 
30, 1839, are computed to have been $118,359,004. 
This is $9,872,388 more than those in the year 1838. 

Of the whole exports only $17,408,000 were of 
foreign origin, and of the excess in exports over 
1838, only about five millions were domestic pro- 
duce. 

The imports during the same year were about 
$157,609,560, being the very large excess of 
$43,892,356 over those during the previous year. 
This may be a solution of a portion of the pressure 
in the money market. The difference between the 
imports and exports, being $39,250,556 in favor of 
the former, is larger than in any year, except three, 
since 1789, and is much larger than any difference 
in the valuation of the same articles with the pro- 
fits in the foreign trade added. It must, therefore, 
except so far as reduced by an unusual quantity of 
goods consigned here from abroad, and yet in store 
unsold, be a very decisive evidence of an increas- 
ed indebtedness by this country to other nations. 
And except so far as this new indebtedness may 
consist of stocks sold and the proceeds returned 
here in merchandise, it must furnish another proof 
of one immediate cause of the present pecuniary 
pressure. 

The history of our commerce during the twenty 
years from 1818 to 1838, presentsa singular change 
in the last half of that period, which tends strongly 
to illustrate the correctness of. these suggestions. 
During the first half of it the excess of imports 
over exports was only about seventy-five millions 
of dollars, or in the proportion of near seven mil- 
lions and a half annually on an average. 

But during the Jast ten years of it the excess 
was near two hundred and twelve millions, or over 
twenty millions annually; and thus more than two 
hundred and fifty per cent. greater than it had been. 
Supposing that the seven and half millions were 
composed principally of the fair profits and differ- 
ence in valuation, the excess over that rate in the 
last ten years must constitute a debt, either mer- 
cantile, state or corporate. It equals near one 
hundred and thirty-seven millions before: 1839. 
The debt thus computed to have been created 
abroad, by stocks and otherwise, within that period, 
will, with the amountof- previous indebtedness, 
form an aggregate quite as large as has been esti- 
mated by many from other data. 

Further particulars, possessing a general interest 
and relating to this subject during the last six 
years, are exhibited in the statement annexed, (F). 
Additional information of some importance con- 
cerning our exports and imports, from the com- 
mencement of the government to 1838, inclusive, 
has been prepared, and is subjoined in other tables, 
(Gand H). These tables are intended to be in a 
form convenient for reference, and are calculated, 


by easy as well as extensive comparisons, to throw... 


new light on several subjects of commerce and, 


other branches of industry connected with the: 
finances. They exhibit not only the whole ex-.) 





ports and imports in each year, but the consump- 
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tion of the latter, anc the changes in the whole ag- 

régate ‘value of each principal article, whether 
exported ‘or impurtec, and the progress of our fo- 
reign trade to and from .éach state separately, as 
far back as is practicable, and to and from each. 
country of much commercial importance abroad. 
A few of the most striking results are condensed 
ina note, (Py. |» 
Estimate of the receipis and expenditures for 1840. 

bits . are reais to be explained, the ae 
c ‘the treasury, the ensuing year, canno 
be estimated ory oc as in 1839. 4 | 

From the best information possessed by this de- 

partment, it'is computed that the aggregate of them, 
available: for public purposes, will not exceed 


$18,600,000, viz: from : 

Customs $15,000,000 00 
Lanils: : 3,500,000. 00 
Miscellaneous 100,000 00 


Add'to these the balance available 
and ‘applicable to other purposes, 
which it is ep will be in the 
treasury on the first of January, 


1840 1,556,885 00 





The efficient means in that year 
will then amount, in the aggre- 
gate,' to 20,156,885 00 

If congress should make appropria- 
tions. to: the extent desired by the 
different departments, the expen- 
ditdres for 1840, independent of 
the redemption of treasury notes, 
are estimated at : 


Including all the treasury notes to 
ee urddrmed:: ass 


, the segregate ex- 

penditure would be about 22,750,000 00 
Thid: would leave a deficit in the 

treasury at the close of the year, 

amounting to . 7 
But there'will be due from the U. 

States: bank, in September next, 

on its fourth bond, about | 

The principal now due on the trea- 
surer’s'deposites in other banks, 
which ‘suspended specie pay- 
ments in 1887, is 

Should all these claims be collected 
in 1840, they would prevent a de- 
ficiency; and ledve an available 
balance in‘the' treasury ofnearly 1,082,865 00 
It is: not, however, considered prudent to rely 

exclusively on the collection of these debts. 

‘One: mode, then, of obviating any difficulty from 
that circumstance, will be to reduce the aggregate | 
of new: appropriations, by postponing some and 
lessening others, so that the means probably avail- 
able will be sufficient to meet all calls upon the 
treasury,and ‘leave in it an average balance of. 
about: two millions. , 

It is| believed, for reasons enumerated hereafter, 
that such a reduction is possible without essential 
injury to any useful object, and that this balance is 
the smaHest, which is adequate to secure prompti- 
tude and good faith in’ public payments, so heavy 
inamount as ours;'so unexpected at times in the 
demands for them, and so dispersed over a wide 
territory. If the: appropriations are not thus re- 
duced, it will be wise to provide seasonably in some 
other. way*for the amounts of the contingent de- 
ficiency, and of such a balance. 

According’ to the opinions of the different depart- 
ments, :as.to the sums of money proper for each, 
and which «constitute the basis of the estimates 
submitted to congress, the new appropriations re- 
quired for the next year will equal , 

thé: sum of 

Viz: 

Civil foreign inter- 
course and mis- 
cellaneous 

Military services, 
pensions, &c. 8,213,610 74 

Naval service, 5,085,645 62 
For further nan 96 as to these, see the annu- 

al estimates herewith’ subnritted, (J). Besides 

these, the permanent appropriations, which, by ex- 
isting laws and the modification of them recom- 
mended, ‘first become chargeable on the treasury in 
1840;'amount to $1,586,000. They are, in the war’ 

a $15,236,000; in the navy, 340,000; and 

public debt, $10,000. The principal on treasury 

notes falling due will be about $2,750,000 more: — 

The: appropriations already made and chargeable, 

whieh will remain uncalled for at the end of the 

present year, are‘estimated by the different depart- 
ments, at the further sum of $11,827,371, though 
that is' considered: by the ‘undersigned as likely to 
be about two millions ‘too smalls Of these the 

compute: that: nearly $3,270,798 wiil be required, 


20,000,000 00 


2,593,615 00 


2,526,576 00 


1,149,904 00 


$18,280,600 55 


$4,981,344 19 


them, It is proposed tv apply $3,014,711 to the 
service of the ensuing year without re-appropria- 
tion, and the residue of about $541,866, not being 
required in order to accomplish these objects, will 
go to the surplus fund. It therefore follows, if all 
the new appropriations called for are made, that 
the whole charge upon the treasury in 1840, exclu- 
sive of the treasury notes outstanding, will amount 
at least to $31,152,106, of which, as previously ob- 
served, it is computed’ that $20,000,000 will be ex- 
pended within that year for ordinary purposes, or 
two millions and three-fourths more, including the 
redemption of treasury notes. From these state- 
ments, it: must be perceived that our condition in 
relation to the deposite of another instalment of 
public money with’ the states remains much the 
same as at the close of the year 1888. Consequently, 
thé views then expressed by the department have 
continued to govern its course. | 

This'state of the finances renders it also unneces- 
sary to submit any remarks upon the impolicy of 
providing for the additional deposite or distribution 
of surpluses not likely to'éccur, or for any donation 
of the proceeds of the public lands, while they are 
all needed to defray the ordinary expenses of the 
general government. | 

Besides: the, further objection to some of these 
measures, arising from their apparent conflict with 
constitutional ptinciples, it must be manifest, that 
if the proceeds of the lands should be given away 
when needed to discharge appropriations, the de- 
ficiency must be made up by the unpleasant alter- 
native of a resort to loans or increased taxation. 

Explanations concerning the estimates of receipts. 

The estimates of receipts from duties and -lands 

during the next year have been madé lower than 
for 1839, for the following reasons: 
A further reduction of certain duties, amounting 
to nearly $800,000, will take place after the close 
of the present year. It likewise happens that, sub- 
subsequent to a large importation and a fall of 
prices in the articles exported, as in 1839, the 
amount of imports often declines for one or two 
years. After 1825, it declined uninterruptedly for 
six years. 

The contractions and expansions of our paper 
currency have at4imes proved another striking in- 
dication of the reduction and increase: in importa- 
tions. Without dwelling here on the intimate con- 
nexion betWeén them as cause and effect, by means 
of the foreign exchanges, and the necessity, after 
overtrading and overissues by the banks, of draw- 
ing on them and adjusting large’ balances in specie, 
it may be observed that a diminution in the eircula- 
tion of paper has been going on for several months. 
Hence a diminution in the imports has already 
commenced, and is confidently expected to continue 
for some time. 

The country is also supposed to be supplied with 
foreign merchandise in greater abundance than it 
was a year ago. This will lead not only to a re- 
duced demand for the importation of more goods, 
‘but to a greater export of what is already here, to 
other! atid: better markets, and thus, by increased 
drawbacks, as well as diminished imports, materi- 
ve 4 lessen the next receipts trom customs. 

he price of some of our principal articles of ex- 
ports. being lower, the same quantity will likewise 
furnish less ability to make purchases abroad, and, 
where the quantity is larger, the commercial em- 
barrassments both there and here will'tend to pre- 
vent buying, on either side of the Atlantic, much 
‘beyond what is needed for early consumption.— 
The greatly increased liabilities on the part of 
many corporations, and states, for the payments of 
interest and dividends on their stocks owned by fo- 
reigners, will still-more sensibly affect the revenue. 
Those payments must require millions of exports 
either in produce or specie, which will lead to no 
returns in additional imports. It is believed that 
within a few years past an annual tax or drain on 
this country has thus been created, equal to twelve 
or thirteen millions of dollars. 

This. isa new and important element, besides 
overbanking and overtrading, to disturb the indus- 
try, the commerce and finances of the union. its 
rapid growth has been aecelerated by the distribu- 
tion of the surplus in deposite among’ the states, 
tempting-them in several instances to new and un- 
ow éntérprises, and stimulating delusive 

opes of still further distributions. Its influence 
for evil has been aggravated by a few other causes, 
some of them temporary in duration and limited in 
extent, but o!hers-diffused in ‘a dégree over consider- 
able portions of the civilized world, and presenting 
some singular anomaiies in credit, currency and 
trade. But without enlarging on the consideration 
of them here, the following conclusions may be re- 
garded as inevitable. | 

Should the states not speedily suspend, more of 





in order to accomplish the objects contemplated by 
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by new loans or otherwise, find means to. employ 
armies of laborers in.consuming rather than raising 
crops, and should prices thus continue in man 
cases to be unnaturally inflated, as they have been 
of late-years in the face of a contracting currency, 
the effect of it on our finances will be still more to 
lessen exports, and consequently the prosperity and 
revenue of our foreign trade. It will also impede 
the sale of the public lands by diverting labor from 
the soil to works which, for some time, must be 
wholly without profit. Circumstances like those, 
with the scarcity of money and high rate of interest 
abroad produced by them and other occurrencies, 
not necessary to be now repeated, have already di- 
minished the income in the present year below 
what it otherwise would have been, and will proba- 
bly manifest their power much more in the year 
Oo come. 


The estimates for revenue from lands have been 
reduced the most in proportion, because, besides 
the diminution of sales, which will probably be 
caused by the present and prospective searcity of 
money and fall of the prices of produce, the amount 
received from'them during the present year has, as 
was anticipated by the department, been much in- 
creased by the temporary power of the late’ pre- 
emption law. 


The unusual quantity of land newly advertised 
during the year 1839, and the consequent large re- 
ceipts cohnected with that cause and the pre-emp- 
tions, are circumstances not likely to recur in 1840. 
It is believed, therefore, that the low estimates 
submitted as to lands will prove sufficiently high, 
unless a graduation bill should pass. The effect of 
such a bil, judging from reason and from analogy to 
the graduated prices, under which lands are now 
selling, on account of the Chickasaw Indians, at 
Pontitoc, much more freely than elsewhere within 
the same state, would be to add considerably to the 
revenue for a few years. 


Explanations of the estimates as to the expenditures 
and of some further reductions in them, 

The estimates of expenditure for ordinary pur- 

oses in 1840 are in the aggregate about five mil- 
Rie less than what it is computed will be spent in 
1839. This great reduction has been proposed, al- 
though the expenses of 1839 will be quite six mil- 
lions less than those of 1838, and those of 1838 were 
somewhat less than the expenses of the previous 

ear. 

, The various items of new appropriations asked 
fur are, as usual, in the amounts requested by the 
different departments having charge of the different 
subjects. If any omissions or miscalculations occur 
in them, they must therefore happen from inadvert- 
ence by those officers best acquainted with the bu- 
siness within their own peculiar province. 

But, in the present condition of the country and 
the finances, it is not expected that much necessity 
will arise, either in the opinion of those departments 
or of congress, to make important additions to the 
sums now requested. On the contrary, it is con- 
fidently hoped that some reductions from them can 
be effeeted without material injury to any great na- 
tional interest. 


| «It is difficult in a young, growing and enterprising 


community to restrict public expenditures within 
reasonable limits. Certain exigencies also occasion- 
ally occur requiring extraordinary sacrifices. When 
patriotism and honor demand large pecuniary con- 
tributions, the latter are richly repaid by their ten- 
dency to impart vigor and. security to the former. 
But, an expenditure of twenty millions for ordinary 
purposes, though much reduced fiom the aggregate 
during a few years past, is belived by the under- 
signed to be. more,-instead of less, than sound policy 
justifies, while the present unusual embarrassment 
In moneyed affairs shall contine. Indeed, strong 
doubts exist if it be not more than the real neces- 
sities of the general government usually require. 
The reasons. for this conclusion are briefly these: 
It is true that such an expenditure, equalling only 
a dollar and a fourth per head of our population, 1s 
not a very large one to, sustain a confederacy with 
‘such widely extended duties asthis. If reduced to 
the amount of imposts, which are the real burden, 
and if compared with the taxes elsewhere, equaling 
sometimes fifteen dollars, per head, under political 
institutions of different forms and less frugality, the 
pressure from that source here would seem to be re- 
markably light. 

But it should be remembered that the people of 
the U. ‘States are obliged to defray a large amount 
of other: public: expenses imposed upon them by 
state authorities, and, at the same time, that their 
forms of government, among various excellencies, 
have been preferred particularly for their economy. 
Hence the true question with them in respect to 





their undertakings, which are unproductive, but, 


expenditures, is, not how large burdens can be 
borne, but how much can be dispensed with, 
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ig not what is splendid, but what is useful and ne- (made for these additions at different periods; but 


cessary. Not how much can be collected from 
them without suffering, but how much ean be feft 
with them, both of money and power, and insure all 
the benefits of the social system. 

Ass the interests and wishes of the people formed 
the government, they should control it. 

Considering these circumstances, and the severe 
simplicity and frugality befitting a republic, what 
amount of public expenses is necessary? 

Iii 1831, it was calculated that the ordinary ex- 
penses of the general government need not exceed fif- 
teen millions of dollars, The undersigned expressed 
an opinion four or five years alterwards, that sixteen 
or seventeen millions would then be sufficient; and 
he still believes that, notwithstanding the continued 
increase of our population and weaith, they might. 
with prudence be limited to eighteen millions in 
1840, and, perhaps, alter the expiration of most of 
the present pensions and the removal of the crest of 
the Indians, be for some time «diminished still lower. 

Indeed, in point of fact, so recently as 1834 and 
1335, the whole yearly expenses were only seven- 
teen and eighteen millions, independent of the pub-: 
lic debt. Though the amount has since been in- 
creased by wars, pensions, Indian removals an«d 
other peculiar causes, deemed at the time, in most 
cases, sufficient to justify the appropriations by 
jarge and often unanimous votes in congress, yet a 
reduction has been going on during 1838 and 1839, 
and all the ordinary expenditures would not in the 
present year, but for the pension list and Indtan 
disbursements, exceed the smallest sum last men- 
tioned. ‘The whole increase, however, has not been 
confined to these two items, nor could the whole 
reduction safely be, which, in, the opinion of the 
undersigned, sound economy appears to require. 

In the inquiry as to the amount of expenditure 
whieh should be considered necessary, light may 
sometimes be obtained by adverting to the increase of 
population and wealth. Looking to those if the ex- 
penditure, independent of the public debt, was rea- 
sovable in magnitude during the first eight years of 
our present government, the sui of seventeen or 
eighteen taillions annually would not now be greatly 
disproportionate, nor probabiy be found either nuch 
deficient or very unnecessary. It would be nearly 
five times the average amount about half a century 
ago, while our population, since that time, has un- 
doubtedly increaséd more than four-fold, and our 
wealth and resources have probably increased in a 
ratio still larger. The last remark, however, isa 
matter of inference from various data, more or less 
accurate in themselves; such as the average impor- 
tions, which have only doubled in the last forty or 
fifty years; the foreign tonnage; which has inereased 
but in a like ratio; the exports of domestic produce, 
which have quadrupled since 1792; and the whole 
tonnage, inciuding domestic as well as foreigh, which 
has also quadrupled and become more than propor- 
tionally efficient by introducing into it over eight 
hundred steam vessels. 

Other data, less accurate but not less sure indica- 
tions of a still larger inerease in wealth are to be 
found in the vast extension of agriculture, manu- 
factures, the mechanic arts, and various useful ap- 
plications uf steam, as well as in opening roads and 
canals, building up flourishing cities, enlarging our 
territory, diffusing practical education, and -multi- 
plying, by ways too numerous for repetition, the 
comforts, advantages, and powers of a great and 
prosperous people. 

But such general considerations, though benefi- 
cial in comparative examinations, are usually better 
tests of the ability to pay than of the propriety. of 
the expenses themselves. A scrutiny into the prin- 
cipal items of the latter, and: their amounts at this 
time, compared with those from forty to fifty years 
ago, will aid inuch, in connexion with the conside- 
rations before mentioned, in forming a more accu- 
rate judgment on the propriety and necessity of 
most of the present expenditares. It will show 
what branches have since sprung into being, and 
what, from their character, should or should not be 
longer continued. 

_ Some suggestions were submitted on this subject 
in the last annual report, and its importance must 
be the excuse for adding more on this occasion.— 
The expenditures nominally connected with foreign 
intercourse have increased least. Those connected 
with the war department have increased .most.,— 
The civil and miscellaneous charges continue com- 
paratively moderate.. But several of our heaviest 
burdens, such as the navy, the pensions, Indian dis- 
bursements, and a class conaisting of light houses, 
fortifications, roads and. improvements in harbors 
and rivers, have augmented very largely since; the 
firsteight yearsof the government. Some of thein 
have increased more than fifty fold. 

_ Ona careful.examination it will be seen that. va- 
rious vindications, more or less plausible, have been 





they cannot be now applicable for the continuance 
of them all. 


Thus, the enlargement of our naval expenses 
from less than half a million yearly before 1795, to 
more than six millions now, was in some degree 
justified from time to time, as an efficient aid to 
se ike intercourse with seini- barbarous people, and 
for the protection of our commerce and citizens 
against injustice or rapine whether in remotest 
Asia, or nearer quarters of the globe. The in- 
crease of pensions from only forty or ae thousand 
dollars yearly at first, and only eighty thousand as 
late as 1811, to nearly four millions now, was de- 
fended on various grounds. But in most cases it was 
considered less as a liberal charity than asa pay- 
ment of the revolutionary debt to a patriotic soldiery 
who advanced arduous services in the field rather 
than money, and endured sufferings in the estab- 
lishment of our liberties, which a grateful posterity 
should endeavor to remunerate. The Indian ex- 
penditures, enlarged from a few thousands to three 
or four millions of dollars,have been regarded as 
the most efficacious means of improving perma- 
nently the condition of the aborigines, as widel 
extending the boundaries of civilization over the 
new states, and, in a fiscal view, as profitable ad- 
vances of money, soon to be fully repaid by the 
sales of lands to which the Indian title has thts 
been amicably extinguished. The other group of 
items, for forts, light houses, roads, harbors and ri- 
vers, ome entirely new, and the whole augmented 
from fifty thousand dollars to three or four millions, 
have, on several occasions, and to a proper extent, 
been considered as prudent precautions for nation- 
al defeirce and useful aids to the extension and se- 
curity of commerce. Some expenses of smaller 
magnitude may have swollen quite as fast as these; 
others with less rapidity; and others still have been 
wholly created since 1797. Part of them have ap- 
parently become a permanent charge on the treasu- 
ry, and part undoubtedly may be, as others have 
been, properly discontinued. But, without time 
now to go into the consideration of details as to 
any except these four enumerated classes, it may be 
addeed that these are, when united, nearly quadru- 
ple all the other ordinary expenditures; and either 
of those four classes alone amounts yearly to a sum 
about equal to all the other ordinary expenditures, 
and more than the whole of every kind except the 
public debt, each year, from 1789 to 1797. 


The precise periods when the greatest increases 
happened, and the ratio of them have not kept an 
uniform pace with the progress of population and 
wealth. In many respects the ratio has not been 
nearly so great during the last ten or twenty years 
as in some previous terms. Thus, the whole ex. 
penses of the government in 1793, with the excep- 
tion before mentioned, were about three millions 
vearly; and in 1818, after the lapse of a quarter of 
a century, had increased, though in a period of 
peace to fifteen millions of dollars or five fold, while 
our population in that period has only doubled.— 
But, during the next sixteen or seventeen years, as 
in 1834 and 1835, the expenses had enlarged not 
twenty-five per cent. while our population had ad- 
vanced at least sixty-six per cent. During the 
present year, though in intermediate periods, chiefly 
from Indian wars and removals, considerably higher, 
they will not exceed the amount in 1898 more than 
sixty-six per cent. while our population has since 
increased more than 1 He fhe per cent. Again, 
take the progress in the ordinary civil expenses, 
which include those of the executive, legislative 
aud judicial departments, miscellaneous and foreign 
intercourse; all of them united, were but a little over 
half a million of dollars in 1793; while in 1818, they 
had increased to nearly four millions, or eight hun- 
dred per cent. though our population had augmented 
only one hundred per cent. 


But since the last date, that class of expenditures 
has not enlarged foity per cent. having been not 
over five millions and a half in either 1837, 1833, or 
probably 1839, while our population has advanced 
eighty-four per cent. or more than double that rate. 
All ean thus peceive where, when, and in what, the 
greatest increases have occurred—the principal rea- 
sons, whether sufficient or otherwise, assigned for 
several of them, and the ample opportunity which 
still exists for further retrenchments, so far as the 
public interests are supposed by congress to require 


them, in any or all of these large burdens on the 


public treasury. 


As some encouragement to hope for a continued 
reduction in several of them, without injury to an 
of the important establishments of the.country, it 
may be observed, that portions of these items of ex- 
pense, and several smaller ones, must cease forever 
with the temporary occasion for them, and others 
will not, Whence once completed, require renewal 


soon, ifever. Such are numerous special donation: 
and grants: durable public buildings of all kinds, 
dry docks, improvements at navy yards, forts, arse- 
nals and arms, roads and harbors constructed, ob- 
structions in rivers removed, the, manufacture of 
weights, and measures, the survey of the. coast, 
much of the removal of the Indians, the extinguish- 
ment of Indian titles, and most of the existing. 
pensions. But unpleasant as is the task of reduc- 
tion, it may also become necessary to go farther, 
and diminish ona general pro rata scale or other- 
wise, the compensation to all officers, civil and mi- 
litary, executive, judicial and legislative. It is 
surely much better to do this, so far as the public 
exigencies may require and justice sanction, than 
to expose the treasury to bankruptcy, by continu- 
ing to make appropriations beyond the certain 
means provided for the payment of them, or to re- 
sort, ina period of peace, to the spendthrift and su- 
cidal policy of affecting permanent loans to defray 


ordinary expenditures. Peace is.the timé to pay 


rather than incur debts, and it would: be. wiser for 
any nation even to hoard during peace than to bor- 
row largely, and thus encumber still more those en- 
ergies and resources which are naturally crippled 
by war, but whose whole vigor is so conducive to 
its success. 

The preceding remarks are applicable to ordinary 
expenditures. But for extraordinary ones, sueh as 
within a few years past, the expensive removal of 
the Creeks and Cherokees, the Black Hawk and 
Florida wars, while equal caution may well be ex- 
ercised in deciding on their necessity, yet, when 
once that is admitted, less objection exists to tem- 
porary measures for relief, like treasury notes or 
short loans, provided a permanent increase of taxa- 
tion is not likely to be required in the end, | 

In voting for extraordinary charges, as, well as in 
sanctioning, from sympathy or justice, unexpected 
appropriations towards large private claims and in; 
teresting local objects, it often happens that heavy 
payments are imposed on the treasury for purposes 
not contemplated in the ordinary estimates. 

And the obvious propriety of generally making 
at the same time some new provision of means ade- 
quate to the discharge of such additional, burdens, 
is sometimes unfortunately overlooked. But, when 
acting on these or other cases, if congress cannot, 
consistently with its views of duty,to the country, 
adopt the course suggested, and restrict the amount 
of appropriations,whether ordinary or extraordinary, 
to the certain current revenue, the only remaining 
courses which seem defensible are these: eifher to 
provide for recalling portiotis of the public money 
now deposited with the states, or establish an ade- 
quate system of direct taxation, or at. once resort 
to the contingent power contemplated in the exist- 
ing laws concerning the tariff when changes become 
necessary for purposes of revenue, and restore the 
duty on several articles of luxury now free. 

On some permanent safeguard under fluctuations in 
receipls and expenditures. 

Much has at times been wisely done by congress 
to supply means for meeting unexpected deficien- 
cies. But all legal provisions heretofore. adopted 
for that purpose having expired, our financial ope- 
rations will be constantly exposed to danger, unless 
some permanent safeguard under contingencies is 
established. 

These circumstances must constitute an apology 
for once more explaining some of the grounds in 
favor of such a measure, and earnestly asking 
speedy legislation concerning it. 

The principal sources of our present revenue are 
sensibly affected by fluctuations not only in com- 
mercial prosperity, but in the crops, the banking 

olicy, and credit systems of even foreign nations. 

he influence of these causes seems. to become 
yearly more changeable and more uncertain in its 
extent. . ? 

Numerous illustrations in support of these views 
have been referred to in former reports. Some of 
thein show a sudden and great falling off in the re- 
gular receipts, though during peace, as the duties 
in 1816, from pine millions in one quarter, to only 
three in the next; and as the sales. of public lands, 
from twenty four millions in 1836, or an amount 
over half of all received in the previous forty years, 
to less than three millions in 1838. But the re- 
turns from the districts in some states during the 
last two years present additional facts equally 
striking on this subject. i 

In Michigan, for instance, the sales of public 
lands in 1836 exceeded five millions of dollars. — 
They fell in 1838 to.only $154,284; and in, Missis- 


y |sippi, where, in 1835 and 1836, they exceeded fhree 


millions each year, they fell in 1838 to only $96,636. 
As before intimated, a portion: of such extraordi- 





nary fluctuations results from the vacillating cha- 
racter of the sources from which our revenue isd 


rived. But most of them are evils inseparable 
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from the periodical contractions and expansions 1n- 
cident to the present defective system of banking, 
in a country so full of pe as ours, with such 
freédom in pursuits, such facilities of intercourse, 
and such strong temptations to rash speculation. 

The fluctuations, however, are not confined to 
the receipts. The expenditures, which may be 
sanctioned by ee annually, are very uncer- 
tain in their amount, as well as doubtful in the pro- 
portion of them, which will be called for within the 
year, or in any particular portion of it. 

All these, atid similar considerations in favor of 
some permanent provision on this subject, apply 
with still greater foree than they have heretofore. 
The available balance in the treasury to facilitate 
its operations, is much smaller than has formerly 
been usual. The receipts on the debts still due 
from banks, after two previous disappointments as 
to some of them, must be regarded with increased 
doubt, and if they should be paid within the 
coming year, the outstanding treasury notes be- 
come redeemable in the first half of it, and must 
be discharged some months before the bond of the 
United States bank falls due in September. 

The introduction of steam in voyages across the 
Atlantic, besides the great revolution it must pro- 
duce in other respects, will so expedite orders and 
imports, as to produce a sensible departure from 
the former more uniformal periods of laying in 
stocks of certain kinds of merchandise in advance, 
and must thus add to the irregularity in our receipts 
from imports, as well as to the uncertainty in pre- 
viously estimating their amount. 

The practice of incurring expenses in certain 
cases, sometimes leyislative, and sometimes mili- 
tary, or of a different character, in anticipation of 
appropriations, and occasioned by unexpected ne- 
cessities or unusual delays, seems to be increasing. 
It augments the risk of a temporary deficiency, 
because large sums thus become payable in a mass, 
and forthwith from the treasury, when most of the 
members of congress, at the time of making the 
appropriations, expect that the burden will be 
spread somewhat equally over the whole of the en- 
suing yéar. 

Why then should not a constant safeguard, or 
some permanent reinedy under such irregularities, 
be provided? The omission to do this can hardly 
be considered the true check on extravagant expen- 
diture, as that check would seem to consist rather 
in a forbearance to make unnecessary appropria- 
tions, than in a refusal to provide ample means for 
paying with promptitude under all probable contin- 
i aied what has already been appropriated, and 


as thus received the deliberate sanction of congress.. 


The national pride, no less than its honor and cre- 
dit, appears to be concerned, in adopting some mea- 
sure on this subject, stable, efficient, creditable to 
free institutions, an! possessing a paramount influ- 
ence to preserve unspotted the public faith. 

The states now possess, separately, quite as deep 
an interest in such an arrangement as the general 
government, since a blow on the credit of the latter 
would, iike an electric shock, be felt through the 
whole of them, and inevitably depreciate still more 
their immense amounts of stocks. 

It is hoped that-an actual failure to furnish means 
to make prompt payment, under all contingencies, 
and thus producing the very violation of good faith, 
so much to be deprecated, will not be necessary to 
awaken its guardians to the urgent importance of 
some such remedial provision; a measure, without 
which, in the shape of an investment or large ba- 
lance on hand, or authority given to postpone cer- 
tain classes of appropriation when the revenue 

roves insufficient for the whole, or sone power to 
rrow money, or issue, on interest, when necessa- 
ry, drafts or exchequer bills, no financial system in 
any enlightened country has been, or can be, long 
administered with safety and honor. — 

In our system, the provision on this subject was 
very uniform and permanent, till the extinguish- 
ment of the national debt in 1835. Previons to that 
time, a large balance beyond the expenses for ordi- 
pary purposes was generally collected, and being 
kept on hand till near the close of the year, so as to 
assist in any contingency, was then, if not thus 
wanted, applied towards the payment of the debt. 

After that time, the first resort in the event of 
fluctuations was temporary, and consisted of the ac- 
cidental and unexpected accumulation which im- 
mediately followed. When parts of that accunula- 
ron were expended, and the residue was divided 


“among the states, instead of being invested and held 


to meet deficiencies, the recall of it, as fast as need- 
ed for the latter purpose, was sfill sanctioned by 


“congress, and constituted the next permanent reme- 
‘dy. But this power of recall was afterwards taken 


from the treasury department, and instead of it the 
payment’ of one instalment was postponed, and a 
very limited authority given to issue treasury notes 


for aid in any contingency That anthority also 
expired in June last, and while in force contained 
requisitions immediately to receive those notes in 
payments when offered, and at the same time pre- 
venting the’reissue of them, which proved to be ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient and hazardous; which have 
already rendered two additional acts of congress ne- 
cessary, and which, in a moneved erisis like the 
present, not only endangers all fiscal operations, but 
would have stopped some of the most important of 
them, if not obviated in a degree by seasonable ar- 
rangements made in anticipation of difficulty. 

The department, therefore, is now without any 
resort, temporary or permanent, in case of material 
deficiencies; and considering all the circumstances 


before mentioned, with the dangerous liability in 


law to have the whole of the outstanding treasury 
notes paid in at any moment for public dues, with- 
out a power remaining to issue others in their stead; 
considering also the present revulsions in the com- 
mercial world, which affect so seriously the receipts 
from both duties and lands; considering the disasters 
which are befalling the banks and rendering our 
collected funds in some cases wholly unavailable, 
and the advances necessary to be soon made for the 
large payments of pensions, and treasury notes fall- 
ing due in March, the earliest attention to new le- 
gislation on this subject seems highly prudent, if 
not indispensable, for the effectual security of the 
public credit. 

The manner of keeping the public money, with the pro- 

per guards against losses. 

During the present year, the public money has 
been kept in the following manner. Where suitable 
banks could be obtained, in conformity to the act of 
June 23, 1836, it has been placed in them, in general 
deposite. When suchcould not be obtained, and 
the amounts were likely to be permanently large, 
or were not collected by any public officer, the mo- 
ney has been placed in banks, or special deposite, 
either in the modified form, as exp:ained last year, 
or under particular stipulations in writing. In other 
cases, where it was sinall in amount, or likely to be 
wauted immediately for public use, it has remained 
with those collecting it till drawn for. 

Only two banks are now employed as general de- 
positories, under the act of June, 1836. Their 
names and the amount of public money in each, 
subject to draft at the last returns, are annexed,(K). 

A tabular statement is also appended, which 
shows the condition of those banks and the reasons 
for the discontinuance of three of that class, since 
the last session of congress, (L). 

In respect to the system at present in use, itis 
not proposed to add much to the coinmments, which 
have been submitted on its defects, in former re- 

orts. The failures among the banks within the 
ast few montifs have again strongly illustrated those 
defects. 

Without further legislation, this system cannot 
be nade, and it certainly is not now the most safe 
and convenient one, whether congress intend to 
continue a system of banks, or adopt one indepen- 
dent of banks, or employ a mixed one composed of 
both. But it is a system forced on the department, 
by the peculiarities of the existing laws and the pre- 
sent condition of our banking institutions. It is be- 
lieved to be the best one possible, consistent with 
them. Under the present arrangements no eventu- 
al losses are stipposed to have been sustained, which 
are properly ailributable to this mode of keeping the 
pee icmoney. Any small ones, which are likely to 
lappen, appear to be the result of the usual risks 
incident to the mere collection and disbursement of 
the money, without reference to the manner of 
keeping it, and these kinds of risks are inseparable 
froin any system heretofore in force on this subject, 
whether consisting of an United States bank, or 
state banks, or either of those mixed with individual 
officers. 

An exclusive use of bank corporations for collect- 
ing and disbursing, as well as keeping all the public 
money, could alone dispense with the employment 
of individual officers for the two former purposes, 
which has prevailed from the foundation. of the go- 
verninent. Such an innovation has been proposed 
by some, and more we 4 in the large seaports. 
But it would create a radical change in the whole 
theory of all our collection Jaws. It would subject 
the government in most of its fiscal concerns to an 
entire and humiliating dependence on moneyed cor- 
porations. And should the latter, though increased 
so much in power, not aspire more to misuse it, yet 
a wider door would thus be opened to sinister influ- 
ences as well as to great fiscal derangements and 
ultimate losses. Recent events have evinced the 
dangers of these so strikingly as to justify a in be- 
ing more mistrustful, and to render the further con- 
sideration of such a plan unnecessary. 

The chief difficulty under the old systems need 





only be understood clearly to be duly appreciated. 





{t has not been in making large payments or large 
transfers, when using for deposite either the state 
banks or the United States bank. Receivers and 
collectors have also in many places effected. pay- 
ments with promptitude and to great amounts, and 
almost every trouble in transfers by them would be 
obviated by the authority heretofore asked for the 
treasurer, to receive money for lands in advance at 
points mutually convenient to the purchaser and the 
treasurer. But the greatest defect in any former 
system, connected with this disturbing subject, has 
always been of a different character. It consists in 
a want of an absolute prohibition to employ the 
public money for any private purpose whatever, and 
in the want of severe penalties to enforce such a 
prohibition, and of other adequate checks and guaris, 
possessing a preventive operation on both the minds 
and acts of officers, sufficiently powerful to diminish 
defalcations. 

This defect has exposed the treasury to constant 
losses, from the foundation of the government, and 
under all systems. hitherto in use. It can be effec- 
tually remedied by no official regulations, as these 
have neither the extent, respect, nor force of laws, 
but only by such new legislation, both penal and 
prohibitory, as has been repeatedly recommended 
by this en and as experience in most other 
countries has shown to be indispensable to check 
peculations in the most effective manner. 

The correctness of the statement as to the exist- 
ence of these josses under all systems and all aid- 
ministrations of them, which have prevailed since 
the a form of government went into operation, 
has been shown generally from official records in 
reports made to congress within the last two years, 
and they will appear more in detail in a reply, soon 
to be presented, to a resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives, calling for particulars concerning de- 
faults in “‘each administration,” from 1789 to 1837. 

It is not proposed to enter here into minute parti- 
culars concerning the results as contained and ex- 
hibited in that reply. But a few general statements 
from them will throw light on the topic under con- 
sideration. 

Losses appear to have oceurred from defaulis 
amoug Officers in every ‘‘administration”’ or presi- 
dential term from the formation of the present go- 
vernment. Thus, among disbursing officers, they 
are found in every term since 1789; among collect- 
ing officers in each since 1793, and among deposite 
officers, or banks, in all since 1817. 

The largest amount of loss from each class, with 
in the period described, has been by deposite offi- 
cers, consisting of banks, and including, as the re- 
solution requires, the depreciation on such of their 
notes as were taken for public dues. The loss by 
this class, at the lowest estimate, has exceeded six 
millions and a half of dollars; and, adopting a com- 
putation made by a committee of the house of re- 
presentatives, in 1832, would equal thirty-five mil- 
lions. The nextlargest amount of loss,as ascer- 
tained and computed by the proper bureaus, has 
been by disbursing officers, and has been a little un- 
der five millions. And the least loss bas been by 
collecting ofticers, not much exceeding two millions. 
The aggregate of all these losses, taking the lowest 
estimate for banks, is about thirteen millions and a 
half. If, in connexion with this subject, were con- 
sidered the losses in collecting the revenue by the 
non-payment of bonds for duties, on which credit 
was given to merchants, something over seven and 
a half millions of dollars must be added, increasing 
the aggregate to more than twenty-one millions. 
The proportionate losses by these classes have been 
thus: Those by the banks and by the duty-bonds 
amount to more that two-thirds of the whole. The 
losses, either by the banks alone, or the merchants’ 
bonds alone, have been nearly as great as by both 
disbursing and collecting officers united; and either 
is more than threefold as great as by collectors and 
receivers, and several millions more than by them 
not only from 1789 to 1837, but from 1789 down to 
the present moment. 

The particular losses in each presidential term 
being also desired by the resolution, they have been 
ascertained; and, as they furnish a striking solution 
of some of the general causes of those losses, the 
periods in which the largest and some of the smallest 
ones happened among each class of public agents 
may be usefully designated here. Among the banks, 
the largest losses were from 1813 to 1817, then con- 
sisting entirely of depreciation on notes taken, and 
next from 1821 to 1824, consisting then chiefly of 
deposites; while frorn 1829 to 1838, and from 1833 
to 1887, they were smaller than in any period since 
1813. Among disbursing officers, looking to the 
amount disbursed, the largest losses were from 1821 
to 1825, next from 1817 to 1821, and next from 1809 
to 1813, and they were smaller from 1$29 to 1833, and 
1833 to 1837, than in any other term whatever, ex- 
pect from 1739 to 17938. The loss on each $100 . 
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from 1829 to 1833 was only nineteen-cents, and from 
1833 to 1837 only twenty-six cents; while in some 
previous terms it was as high as two dollars and 
sixteen cents. In this class the most numerous 
losses, compared with all in office, were from 1817 
to 1821, next from 1821 to 1825, and next from 1813 
to 1817. The smallest proportion in this respect, 
except during the first two terms under the consti- 
tution, was from 1829 to 1833, and except those 
and the third term, the next smallest was from 1833 
to 1837. 

Among collecting officers, if looking to the amounts 
collected, the largest losses were from 1797 to 1801, 
next from 1809 to 1818, next from 1817 to 1821, and 
next from 1805 to 1809. The most numerous de- 
faults, compared with the whole number of that 
class in office, were from 1809 to 1813, next from 
1805 to 1809, next from 1821 to 1825, next from 
1817 to 1821, and next from 1825 to 1828. The ratio 
of them from 1829 to 18383, and 1833 to 1837, was 
not.one-fourth as large as in some of the periods just 
enumerated. Indeed it was less than any previous 
terms from the foundation of the government, ex- 
cept four, and the number of such defaulters was 
less than in any presidential term since 1804. 

The accounts of the post office establishment be- 
ing kept separately, and its officers acting in the 
capacities both of collecting and disbursing, are not 
included in the above results, but will be given in 
the special report in distinct tables. 

On a careful review of these data it must be ob- 
vious, that in the absence of any penal prohibition 
to use the public money for private purposes, and 
of other adequate securities against misconduct, the 
increased losses during some of the terms mention- 
ed must have happened more from the strong temp- 
tations to misuse the money, combine: with the ca- 
lamities incident to war, extraordinary expansions 
and contractions in the currency, and great specula- 
tions and convulsions in trade, than froin any pecu- 
liar rapacity among-those thenin public trust, or 
any special neglect on the part of those who were 
then either accounting officers, or possessed of the 
power to appoint and remove unfaithful agents. 

Thus in 1831, 1832 and 1833, prosperous but not 
speculating years, in the interior scarcely a single 
loss is supposed to haye happened among receivers, 
though some were then reported for suit on previous 
defaults; and the same may be said of collectors 
then, and in 1835, prosperous but not speculating 
years on the sea board. But, in -more calamitous 
periods of trade, like 1797 and 1798, 1808 to 1813, 
1818 to 1821, and 1837, sumetiines succeedin 
others of rash speculation, the defaults multiplie 
among collectors as well as disbursing agents. So, 
in similar periods in the interior, like 1818 lo 1821, 
and 1836 and 1837, they increased among the re- 
ceivers and the banks much in a ratio with the in- 
ordinate thirst for hazardous investments, and the 
overwhelming disasters which ensued from them 
and oyerissues of paper money. 

Another very strong illustration of this is to be 
found in the periods of the greatest losses on mer- 
chants’ bonds, compared with the whole a:mnount of 
duties collected. These losses were the highest, 
from 1825 to 1829, of any term since the commence- 
ment of the government, doubtless in a great mea- 
sure growing out of the excessive mercantile specu- 
iations and failures of that period; and the next 
largest were from 1821 to 1825, resulting probably 
from fike causes; while frou 1829 to 1833, a period 
of comparative regularity in trade, the loss was 
smaller than in any other term since 1809, and less 

han even from 1793 to 1797, and 1797 to 1801. 

On the other topic, as to the feasibility and utility 
of additional checks and penalties against defalca- 
tions, the illustrations referred to, as drawn from 
examples abroad, are these: Out of twenty-seven 
governments, inrespect to which accurate state- 
ments have been obtained, and which include almost 
every important civilized country in the world, 
twenty-six seem to prohibit any private use of the 
public money, either by collecting or disbursing 
agents. Insix cases only do the deposite agents 
appear to be allowed the use of public funds, and 
that is only when those agents are banks, and the 
money is placed with them in general deposite. In 
a great majority of these governments, the employ- 
ment.ef public funds for private purposes by any 
agents whatever is not only probibited but punished 
by severe penalties, such as imprisonment or the 
galleys, the penitentiary, and in some Instances 
death. More ininute checks and guards also are in- 
troduced in most of them, and less is left to discre- 
tion or regulation, even in monarchies, than here. 

That course of making full and explicit statutory 
provisions on all these important poiuts, and duly 
restr.eting executive discretion, so liable to dege- 
nerate into tyranny, has befure heen repeatedly urged 

by the undersigned, from a regar 


political pringiples as to an increase of the public 


d as well to correct | 





security, and a diminution of the difficulties and re- 
sponsibilities he has of late years been compelled to 
pass through, ina period of such immense collec- 
tions and disbursements, accompanied by so severe 
revulsions in commerce and such harrassing bank 
suspensions. 

_Dwelling no longer now on this topic, he is con- 
vinced, not only that the measures for greater se- 
curity in the collection and disbursement of the 
public money, but all the other provisions heretofore 
recommended, in the establishment of an indepen- 
dent treasury, for keeping and transferring it, should 
be early adopted. Prominently among these last, 
is the separation between the banks and the prin- 
cipal fiscal operations of the government. That 
would be likely to produce many advantages, which 
have been explained so fully on former occasions 
that only a few of them need here be adverted to, 
and this very briefly. It would render a bank- 
ruptcy of the treasury impossible, by a wide if not 
general suspension of specie payinents. To the 
loss, vexation and discredit of this, the government 
has already been more than once subjected, and a U. 
States bank, judging from experience abroad and 
analogy at home, would form no more effectual 
guarantee against it, than state banks during pe- 
riods of extraordinary convulsions in trade, if ad- 
winistered under the present imperfect system of 
banking; or, in other words, under similar defective 
charters, and occasionally similar false banking 
principles. Such a separation would relieve both 
the banks and the government from ony further ex- 
posure to mutual importunities, embarrassments 
and criminations. Both, and doubtless beneficially 
to both, would be left more to their own resources 
and less to dependence on the others’ favor, whe- 
ther instigated by cupidity on the one hand or po- 
litical ambition on the other. Instead of increas- 
ing, it would diminish, executive. power; for the 
latter would be stripped of all bank influence, and 
be allowed in its stead neither the use nor possession 
of the public money except under agents not select- 
ed by itself alone, as in case of the banks; little in- 
creased in number, guarded by additional securi- 
ties, and forbidden by the severest penalties to use 
a dollar of it for any private purpose. It would 
tend to check improvident paper issues, that in 
some degree deteriorate the exchangeable value of 
specie itself as well as of paper, and it would se- 
cure the best possible currency in the present state 
of the constitution and laws. In fine, it would re- 
move all inducements to hoard what could not be used 
for profit, to delay payment of what could not be 
otherwise employed, to augment taxes or tariffs for 
deposites that can yield no emoluments, and to in- 
dulge in reproaches or suffer inconveniences, as 
hanks now do, at being deprived, by public drafts, 
of funds which, under the proposed system, would 
only add to the risk and responsibility of the de- 
pository instead of his gains, and would therefore be 
gladly parted with. 

Condition of banking institutions generally, and the 

kind of money receivable for public dues. 

The condition of the banking institutions gene- 
rally in the United States is always a topic of some 
financial interest. But it now possesses less with 
the general government than it did when the con- 
nection between them was more intimate and ex- 
tensive. 

It is regretted that space remains on this occasion 
for but little more, concerning their condition, than 
a reference to the special report which will soon 
be submitted from the last authentic returns that 
can be obtained. 

In the meantime, however, it may be inferred 
from returns not very numerous, and from some ge- 
neral data, that since the first of January last the 
circulation of those banks now paying specie has 
probably, on an average been curtailed quite one- 
third, or between sixteen and twenty millions; that 
the circulation of most of the others had not been 
increased at the time of their late suspension; that 
the aggregate amount of specie in all of them is not 
reduced more than eight or ten millions; and that, 
since the fall in foreign exchange, these institu- 
tions, with a few exceptions, originating in gross 
departures from correct banking principles, by em- 
barking in trade and by making large investinents 
and long: loans, often not to business men, nor for 
common business purposes, are as able as ever to sus- 
tain specie payments, provided they felt disposed to 
exercise their former forbearance and indulgences 


extent than was before customary, and the suspen- 
sions among them have been less general, by not 
reaching, it is computed, over one-third of the 
whole number in the United States, though includ. 
ing, perhaps, more than half of the whole bankin 

capital. Of those suspending, fortunately only 
three or four held any considerable amounts of pub- 
lic money deposited with them since 1837, and 
they, as weil as the rest now in public employ, have 
made commendable exertions to meet with fidelity 
their engagements to the treasury. 

The admonitions, however, which the late sus- 
pension has given in respect to the importance of 
some new legal provisions connected with the keen- 
ing of the public money, have not been slight, and 
have already been sufficiently adverted to. 

They appear to be nd strong in favor of some 
new legislation or additional regulations as to the 
kind of currency which should be received for pub- 
lic dues. 

In relation to this last point the constitution and 
laws are now explicit enough concerning what con- 
stitutes money. 

But the practices under them, in receiving other 
things than geld and silver as money, or rather asa 
currency or substitute for money, have continued 
so long and been at times so loose as to create much 
danger and difficulty. The views of the denvart- 
ment on all portions of this subject were so fully 
explained to congress on previous occasions, and 
more particulariy in September, 1887, as to render 
it unnecessary to repeat them here. 

But some illustrations and confirmations of those 
views, contained in the transactions of the present 
year, are new, and are as follows: 

In sundry instances banks, as well as individuals, 
holding the treasurer’s drafts, have insisted on specie 
in payment, and refused to accept the current notes 
of specie paying banks. 

This they hac an undoubted right to do, and thus 
the idea has been strongly corroborated, that how- 
ever much both public and fiscal convenience may 
be promoted by the use of a paper currency, for 
either large or distant payments, yet the receipt of 
any thing short of specie, or the notes not only of 
specie paying banks, but such as are convertable 
into specie on the spot, and at par, can never effec- 
tually protect the publie credit. The practical im- 
portance of this question under our present system 
will be the more obvious when it is understood that 
near twenty millions of the twenty-five expended 
this year, for ordinary purposes, have been, and 
will be paid by drafts drawn directly on collectors 
and receivers, and must therefore be met, not only 
by them, but in specie or its equivalent. It seems 
impossible, also, that eventual embarrassment and 
occasional losses by bank failures and suspensions 
should be obviated, if any thing but specie is long 
kept on hand by public agents of any description. 
Nor can any system operate as a check on over 
issues by banks, restrain the tendency to gambling 
speculations, and aid gradually in improving the 
currency of the country, as‘well as preserve in pu- 
rity the true constitutional standard of value, unless 
the notes received are speedily paid over for public 
debts, when acceptable to creditors, and, at brief 
intervals, any of them left on hand are returned for 
specie to the institutions that issued them. 

It appears that the effect which such a course 
wonld produce in the currency at large, by perma- 
nently withdrawing specie either from banks or 
from circulation, would, in ordinary times, be much 
less than many persons have apprehended. In the 
collection and payments of the above twenty mil- 
lions by collectors and receivers, the whole amount 
on hand with all of them, at any one time, has sel- 
dom exceeded one million and a half. 

At New York city, where near two-thirds of the 
customs of the whole union are collected, and where 
the gross receipts this year will exceed filteen mil- 
lions of dollars, the amount on hand at any one 
time has not averaged half a million of dollars. 

As an illustration of the system of drawing for 
this money speedily, it may be added, that the 
amount leitat the close of each week, subject to 
aa has seldom equalled one-twentieth of a mil- 

ion. 

At the recent suspension of specie payments 
most of the funds in the custom houses were com- 
posed of bank notes; but nearly half of those in the 
land offices consisted of specie. Though the notes 
on hand were issued by banks paying specie, and in 





towards each other, and the community towards 
them: It is a source of much satisfaction to add 
that the recent suspension has caused far less em- 
barrassment, delay and probable loss tothe treasury, 
whether by deposites in banks or the possession 
of their notes, than have occurred heretofore on 
| similar occasions. 

| Two reasons exist for this. The banks-have of 
late been employed and their notes taken to a less 





good credit at the time they were taken, yet evena 
part of them, suddenly becoming irredeemable, has 
caused some inconvenience, several protesis, and a 
few injurious ‘delays, with both receivers and col- 
lectors. At the former suspension, a8 ‘specie’ was 
the. only currency then allowed to be taken by re- 
crivers, most of these difficulties were obviated 
with thei, and where confined chiefly to the depo- 





} site banks and large collectors. “The great amount 
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of specie which the receivers thea, possessed con- 
tributed much also to the general relief of the trea- 
sury, and especially furnished most opportune 
means for making legal as well ag satisfactory pay- 
ments of the heavy Indian annuities, soon alter- 
wards falling due in the west. _ 

Some considerations were intended to be next 
presented on the permanent deficiency apprehend- 
ed as likely to happen in the revenue, alter 1341, 
under the operation of the present tariff. But the 
length to which this communieation has already ex- 
tended, and the doubt whether congress may deem 
it advisabie to legislate so long beforehand in anti- 
cipation of an event which possibly, but not proba-: 
bly, may be avoided, have induced the department 
to postpone for the present any particular remarks 
on a topic involving. considerations of so difficult 
and agitating a character. | 

Miscellaneous. 

Some of the leading changes, which this depart- 
ment during the last five years has thought proper 
to urge as material in connection with the finances 
inay, before closing, be summarily and perhaps use- 
fally condensed, and presented together to the con- 
sideration of congress. 

They are as follows: 

A new organization of the treasury department in 
such respects as to ensure a more appropriate divi- 
sioh of labor, a stricter accountability, and a closer 
supervision over the collection of the revenue by 
officers exclusively devoted to it. 

An increase of the checks and securities against 
defaults in all officers, whether collecting, keepin 
or disbursing public money, and more especially by 
prohibiting its use for private purposes under severe 
penalties. 

Some provident fund, to be formed when any oc- 
casional ani accidental surplus happens te be in the 
treasury, (but never designedly raising one by taxa- 
tion) which shall be employed to meet contingencies 
and fluctuations instead of our being compelled fre- 
quently to resort to loans or increased taxes; and, in 
the absence of such a fund, a permanent authority to 
be given for the procurement of means, when need- 
ed, under unexpected deficiencies. 

A reduction in the ordinary expenditures, so as for 
several years not to exceed seventeen or eighteen 
inillions of dollars annually, unless, when the reve- 
nue is abundant, the great national works, which it 
is intended to complete in any event, should be has- 
tened more, and, when the revenue is smaller, be 
proportionably retarded. 

The passage of occasional pre-emption and gra- 
duation laws as to the public lands, under judicious 
limitations concerning the quantity sold in any, one 
case, and for the prevention of frauds and partiali- 
ties, 

To reduce the tariff, whenever the amount of re- 
venue justifies the measure, and always regulate its 
provisions with a paramount regard to finance, dis- 
couraging articles of luxury, and encouraging useful 
and necessary ones only as incidental objects in ta- 
riff legislation. 

In connexion with this policy of protecting free- 
doin of trade, to resist monopolies and exclusive pri- 
vileges, whether in banking or commerce. 

The exclusion of small bank notes from circula- 
tion, so as to enlarge the quantity of specie within 
the country; increase the use of it, and especially of 
gold, for common purposes, and thus protect as well 
the banks against runs or panics as the laboring 
classes from losses and depreciations incident to eve- 
ry paper curreacy, like ours, not founded ou a specie 
basis as broad as the paper itself. And finally, the 
rapid extinguishment of any national debt, and the 
creation of no new one of a permanent description 
in peace. 

prominent feature in the policy which bas thus 
been recommended as to our fiscal affairs, has been 
to leave to state legislation all matters of doubtful 
jurisdiction, as well as all clearly of a domestic aad 
state character, whether connected with the revenue 
or the currency, the exchanges and commerce, or 
some other exciting interests of the country less in- 
termingled with the immediate business of this de- 
artment. The undersigned takes pleasure in ac- 
nowledging that several of those enumerated mea- 
sures did nol originate with him; yet they have all 
received his earnest official support, and he is grati- 
fied that steps have already been taken by con- 
gress insuring in pait the success of some of them. 

The rest, as well.as those, are again respectfully 
commended to favorable consideration, hoping that 
the scrutiny of longer.diseussion and reflection may 
have satisfied iis members that the full adoption of 
them all would promote. the durable prosperity of 
the finances, and at the’same jtime be in harinony 
with the constitution, and favorable to most of the 
great interests of the country. 

In respect to several remaining matters:connected 
with the numerous duties devolved on this depart- 


sures; the condition of the. mint and. its branches; 


£ | the additional interest obtained on the first four in- 


went, it is proposed to postpone the consideration of 


parate communications to suitable committees. 
Among the,Jatter is a mass of questions, chiefly 
connected with the public lands and .the custom 


state of the light houses; the progress in the survey 
of the coast; the manufacture of weights and thea- 


the situation of our trade with the British provinces 
and West Indies; the disposition made of our depo- 
sites with the several states; atid various other sub- 
jects of minor importance. 

In a note annexed (M) are explained briefly a 
few topics still different, and some of them more ur- 
zent in their character, such: as the exclusive ein- 
ployment. of one of the present comptrollers asa 


ber and compensation of officers in the customs, anc 
especially their pay during the past year: the re- 
quirement of official security froin district attorneys; 
a change inthe commencement of the fiscal year, 
making also the commercial the same as the calen- 
dar year; appropriating, in certain. cases, for five 
quarters, and keeping and publishing all accounts 
and returns by quarteis as well as years; new pro- 
visions concerning papers in whale ships and vessels 
on the coast of Africa; a declaratory act as to the 
duties on silk and worsteds; and the further exten- 
sion of the laws for the relief of insolvent debtors. 
Within the present. year, the, business as. to the 
French indemnity has been closed by distributing 


stalments. The sixth payment due from the king- 
dom of Naples has also been received, and divide: 
among the claimants. 7 


The annual exhibit of the condition and business 
of the general land office usually accompanies this 
report, but, fiom its length and importance, it will 
be presented vt pap ina few days. The very 
success{ul progress made in bringing up the arrears 
of business, and in the despatch of the enormous 
amount of current duties devolved on that office by 
the unprecedented sales in 1835 and 1836, deserves 
special notice. It has enabled the commissioner to 
dispense with the employment of nineteen ot his for- 
mer clerks. Disagreeable and embarrassing as the 
discontinuance of official services usually is, a stron 
sense of its propriety in an economical view has led 
to the measure on this occasion without any special 
direction by congress. It is also again urged asa 
proper topic for legislation, and without which it 
cannot be effected, that the number and consequent- 
ly the expense of the old land offices be reduced, by 
uniting several with others adjoining, where the 
quantity of business has become much lessened. A 
siinilar course as to some of the collection districts 
on the sea board has before been recommended, and 
is still considered worthy the attention of congress. 
In all these, as well as in larger savings, economy 
is undoubtedly true wisdom. Respectfully, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Hon. R. M. Johnson, vice president of the United 
States, and president of the senate. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 27. The vice president arrived, and 
took the chair this morning 

Several messages, in wriling, were received from 
the president of the United States: one calling the 
attention of congress to some new legislation on the 
subject of papers to be provided by law for Ameri- 
can vessels engaged in the whale fishery; which, 
on motion of Mr. Davis, was referred to the com- 
mittee on commerce. 

Aiso, one containing a letter from the secretary 
of state in relation to the law for taking the 6th 
census; which was referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. 89° 

Several communications were also received from 
the different departments, such as exhibiting ac- 
counts of their several expenses for the year 1839; 
the transfer of such appropriations as have been 
made under sanction of laws of 1809 of 1820. &e. 
&e. 

Petitions from private individuals were presented 
by Messrs. Tappan, Robertson, Clay, of Ala. Smith, 
of Conn. Linn, and others: 

Mr, Prentiss presented the petition of Nathaniel 
Jacobs, a soldier of the revolution, praying for ar- 
rearages of pensions, which was referred to the 
committee on pensions. 

Mr. Norvell introduced, on leave, a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the president to cause certain sur- 
veys to be made; anda bill for the relief of certain 
companies of Michigan militia; both of which were 
read twice, and referred. 


Mr. Prentiss, agreeably to notice, asked and.ob- 








alee m4 


ment of invalid pensions, in certain eases; ane also 


most of them:to special reports. to-congress, and se-|a bill granting a pension to Daniel Waller,, which 


were read a first and second time, and referred to 
the commiltee on pensions. 
On motion, those paris of the president’s mes. 


house establishment. Ameng the former are the | sage treating of commerce, finance, Indian and mi- 


litary affairs, &c. &c. were severally referred to the 
appropriate committees. — ' 
A Jong list of private bills, of which notices have 
been heretofore given, were severally introdueed 
on leave, twice read, and referred, viz: by Mr. 
Linn, Mr. Clay, of Ala. Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Knighi, 
Mr. Wall, Mr. Wright, Mr. Fulion, and others. 
Mr. Benion, on leave, introduced a bill to repeal 
an act laying duty on imported salt, and granting a 
bounty on pickled fish when exporied, &c. also, a 
bill for the more. easy collection of small bank notes 


commissioner of the customs;.airevision of the num-}in the District. of Columbia;. which Were twice 


read, and appropriately referred. i 

Mr. Wail, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to which was referred the bill to amend an act to 
provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes, 
and the bill to prevent the counterfeiting or uttering 
of atiy counterleit foreign gold or silver coin, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Hubbard fiom the comuittee on claitns, re- 
parted the bill to establish a boaid of commission- 
ers to hear and adjudge claims against the United 
States. 

_The resolution, offered some days since by Mr. 
Tappan, in relation to the retirement of officers over 
60 yearscf age on half pay, was taken up and 
adopted. 

Mr. Benion submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 'Tiiat the secretary of the treasury be di- 
recied to communicate: to the senate all the informa- 
tion whieh it is in che. power of the department tv ob- 
tain as to the value of the different state bonds. in the 
London marke:; also, the value of the different rail 
road and canal stocks of the respective states in the 
home market. 

Resolved,‘ That the president of the United States be 
requested to obtain from the constituted authorities in 
Florida a statement of all the territorial bonds issned 
and authorised to be issued in that territory, with copies 
from the journals of the council, showing every thing 
that was done in authorising. the issue of such bonds, 
with the names of the members of the council.at the 
time, their votes in each case, the names. of, the 
vernors who may. have approved Jaws for the issuing 
of territorial bonds, or who may have signed or endors- 
ed the said bonds; also, the purposes foe which. said 
bonds were issued, and, when issued in favor of cor- 
porations, the names of the corporations, and the 
copartners and their officers, and the use made of said 
bonds, and the present value of said bonds in the 
American and European markets, with the condition 
of the corporations which have had the use of said 
bonds, and how far they are fulfilling the purposes for 
which they were created; also, a statement of all the 
acts of incorporatior. which have been passed by the 
said legislative council of Florida since the 3d of March, 
1823, and the acts in amendment thereof, and wheo 
and how ssid acts were reported to the president of 
the United States to be laid before congress. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause the proper inquiry tobe made of all 
disbursing officers and agents,.and all contractors, 
(the post oflice department inclusive), to ascertain from 
them whether they have sold or exchanged the govera- 
ment drafis, or oiher. goverament funda, or their.own 
drafts on the government, during the years 1838 and 
1839, for paper money of the follows descriptions: 

Ist. Bank notes of the Jate bank of the U. States, 
and especially notes of a less denomination than $20. 

2d. Bank notes of the present bank of the United 


States, and especially notes of a less dénomination 
than $20. 


3d. Post notes of the present bank of the U. States, 
and especially any of sueh notes of a less denomina- 
tion than $100; also, of a less denomination than $20; 
and which had been made payable at more than sixty 
days after date,or which were not due, or which had 
been altered by the pen. And, if so, that they report 
the times and places of such sales or exchanges, and 
with whom made, and tke amounts so sold or ex- 
changed. | 

Also, that the president communicate to the senate 
the name of any disbursing officer, agent or contrac- 
tor who shall fai] to answer the foregoing inqtiries in a 
reasonable time. Also, that he communicatea list of 
euch treasury or post office drafts in favor web ym 
officers, agents and contractors for the years 1838 an 
1839 as shall appear to have been sold, with the names 
of the endorsers, and to whom'paid. Thatthe secre- 
tary of the treasury cause inquiries to be made of. the 
deposite banks, since the general resumption of specie 
payments in 1838, whether the government drafts 
which have been suld by disbursing officers, agents and 
contractors have been usuaily paid in specie, and, if 
so, all the particulars as to the’ several sums and total 
amount paid, and to whom paid, and when, ds nearly 
as can be stated. 

Mr. Benton also introduced the following resolu- 


tion, which was laid over and ordered to be print- 





tained leave to bring in a bill to authorise the pay- 


ed. 
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Resolved, That there is nothing in the constitution of 
the United States which can authorise the Segislative 
wer of the union to assume the debts of the states 
which fiave béen contracted for local objects and state 


urposes. ; 
P 2. That the assumption of such debis, either openly, 
by “a direct promise to pay them, or disguisedly, by 
going security for their payment, or by creating surplus 
revettue, or applying the national funds to pay them, 
would be a gross and flagrant violation of the consti- 
tution, ace unwarranted by the letter or spirit of 
that instrument, and utterly repugnant to all the objects 
and purposes fur which the federal union was formed. 


3.. That, besides its flagrant unconstitutionality, such | 
assumption would. be unjust, unwise, impolitic and 
dangerous, compelling the non-indebted states to incur 
burdens for others which they have refused to incur 
for themselves—diverting the national funds from na- 
tional objects to state objects—and thereby creating a 
necessity for loans or taxes, or issues of federal paper 
money, to supply the place of the funds so diverted— | 
prostrating the barriers of economy, moderation aud 
safety, in the creation of state debts, by separating the 
function of contractor from that of payer of the debi— 
extinguishing the sense of responsibility in the con- 
tractor, and making the federal government the ultimate 
payer of all the obligations contracted by the states for 
their own purp tablishing a dangerous prece- 
dent, which must soon be followed up by new debts 
on the part of the states, and new assumptions on the 
part of the federal government—invading the. righis 
and mortgaging the property of posierity, and loading 
unborn generations with debts not their Samir cannes 
a_new national debt of large amount at the start, an 
of a nature to perpetuate its own exisience—begetiing 
a spirit in congress, which must constantly cater fur 
distributions, by preventing necessary appropriations, 
and keeping, up unnecessary taxes—laying the foun- 
dation for a new and excessive tariff of duties on foreign 
imports, to fall unequally on different parts of the union, 
and most heavily on the planting, grain-growing, and 
provisioa raising states, to their manifest injury, and 
probable great discontent—-inyolving disastrous cunse- 
quences, either to the union itself, or to iis members, 
as tending to the consolidation of the states, and. their 
uli aliegt dependence on the federal head as the 
fountain of their supplies; or tending to the annihilation 
of the federal head itself, by stripping it of all its means 
of natural defence and rls cide and reducing it to 
the helpless imbecility of the old confederation—-giving a 
new impulse to the delusive career of the paper system, 
already in a state of dangerous overaction—insuring 
the establishment of another national bank—and, final- 
ly, begetting a passion for periodical distributions of 
lands and money, and extensiuns of federal credit, 
which could find no limit to its demands until the na- 
tional domain was exhausted, the federal treasury emp- 
tied. and the credit of the union reduced to contempt. 


4. That the debts of the states, being now chiefly held 
by foreigners, and constituting a stock in foreign mar- 
kets, now greatly depreciated, any legislative attempt to 
obtain the assumption or securityship of the U. States for 
their peyment or to provide for their payment out of the | 











. 


national ’funds, inust have the effect of enhancing the | 
value of that stock to the amount of a great many mil- 
lions of ‘dollars, to the enormous and undue advantage 
of foreign capitalists, and of jobbers and gamblers in 
stocks; thereby holding out inducements to foreigners 
to interfere in our affairs, and to bring all the influences 
of a moneyed power to operate upon public opinion, 
upon our elections, and upon state and federal legisla- 
tion, to produce a consummation so templing to their 
cupidity, and so profitable to their interest. 


5. That foreign interference and fvreign influence, 
in all ages, pis Beet the bane and curse of free govern- 
ments, and that such interference and influence is far 
more dangerous in the insidious intervention of the 
moneyed power, than in the forcible invasions of fleets 
and armies. 


6. That to close the door at once against all applica- 
tions for such assumption, and to arrest at their source 
the vast tide of evils which would flow from it, it is ne- 
cessary that the constituted authorities, without delay, 
shall resolve and declare their utter opposition to the 
proposal contained in the late London bankers’ circular 
n relation to state debts, contracted for local and state 

urposes, and recommending to the congress of the 
United States to assume, or guaranty, or provide for, 
the ultimate payment of said debts. 


Mr. Tuppan introduced the following: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be ap- 
pointed, who, together with a like number to be ap- 
pointed by the house of representatives, shall direct the 

xpenditure of all moneys appropriated to purchase 
books for the library of congress. — 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, it was 


Resolved, That the committee on pensions be in- 
structéd to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the acts of congress granting pensions for disabilities 
incurred during the last war, so as to have the pen. 
sions of such invalids commence at the tume this disa- 
bility .was received. 5 

On motion of Mr. Fulton, it was 


Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed: to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
orts of entry on the western border of the state of Ar- 
ansag,.to.be located on Red river and Arkansas river; 
dt eniitling all foreigi:. merchandise, exported 





and als 
sveuane Rin those ports into Mexies to drawback. 


On motion of Mr. Voung, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a port of entry and delivery at the city of Cairo, in the 
state of Ilinvis. : 

On motion, the senate adjourned over to Mon- 
day next. 

December 30. The vice president communicated 
to the senate the report of its secretary in relation 
to the disbursements of the contingent fund of the 
senate. : 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury in relation to the foreign commerce of this 
country, and the policy of foreign countries in re- 
lation to that commerce. 

Also, from the same, a communication from the 
commissioner of the general land office in relation 
to the general operations of that office. Of this 
document 1,000 additional copies were ordered to 
be printed—500 for the use of the land office. 

Also, fromm the war department, containing a} 
statement of the contingent expenses of said depart- 
ment. 

Also, from the secretarv of the navy, in relation 
to the contingent expenses of that department. 

Mr. Linn presented the following memorials, &c. 
A memorial from the legislature of Missouri on the 
subject of pre-emption. 

Also, from the same, requesting the sale of certain 
unsold lands. 


Also, from the same, requesting a grant of land 
for the erection of a deaf and duinb asylum. , 

Also, from the same, a series of resolutions re- 
specting the national road. 

Also, a memorial respecting patents, Mr. Linn 
expressed a wish that the committee on public 
lands would give this matter their earliest attention. 

Mr. Buchanan, presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying areduction of the 


‘postage, So that ten cents shall be the highest amount 


charged. 

Petitions were presented from private individuals 
by Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Davis, Mr. Crittenden, Mr. 
Southard, Mr. Morton, Mr. Roane, Mr. Pierce, Mr. 
Allen and Mr. Benton. 

The following bills were introduced, and on leave 
read twice and referred. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, a bill for the benefit of 
the Selma and ‘Tennessee rail road company. 

Also, for the benefit of the Gainesville and Nar- 
keeta rail road company. 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation of Jand in 
Alabama. 

A bill for the discontinuance of surveyor general 
in those districts where surveys ‘are completed; 
and to abolish the office of solicitor of the general 
land office. 





Also, the bill, granting the right of way to states 
ann, incorporated companies through the public 
lands. 

By Mr. Prentiss. A bill to revise and continue in 
force an act entitled -‘an act to provide for persons 
who were disabled by known wounds received in 
the revolutionary war.” 

By Mr. Sevier: A bill making an appropriation 
to complete the movement of, the rafton Red river. 

By Mr. Wliiams: A bill fo repeal certain acts re- 
specting navy pensions; and the bill to regulate the 
pay of masters of the navy. 


By Mr, Norve’l: The bill granting to the county 
of Kalmazoo, in Michigan, a certain quarter section 
of land. | 

Also, a bill granting to certain persons, therein 
named, the right of pre-emption to acertain tract 
of Jand.in Michigan, 

By Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce; 
The bill. to refund money paid and to cancel the 
bonds given to secure duties upon certain vessels 
and their cargoes employed in the whale fishery. 

By Mr. Norvell, from the committee on com- 
merece: A joint resolution authorising the president 
to cause certain surveys to be made. 

Mr. Tappan submitted aresolution for an amend- 
ment to the constitution, to take effect when two- 
thirds of the states. shall have adopted the same, 
making the tenure of office of the judges of the su- 

remeand inferior courts seven years, (if they so 
ong behave themselves); and those who may have 
been in office at the time of the adoption of this 
amendment for twenty, years, their commissions. to 
expire in,one year; those in office ten years, their 
commissions to expire in three years; and the coin- 
missions. of all who have not, been. in office ten 
years to expire iv seven years. Ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, it was 


_. Resolved, That the president of the United States be | 


requested to.cause to be communicated to the senate a 


jaterpent showing, in a, condensed form,.the amount 
drawn fro 





om the treasury ih each year of thie five years‘im-} public lan 


mediately preceding ihe commencement of the present 
session of congress, in consequence of special legisla- 
tion by congress on private claims, 


The several resolutions offered at the commence- 
ment of the session were then severally taken up 
and adopted, with the exception of that offered by 
Mr. Pierce, iv relation to the equalization of pay of 
the officers of the army; which, at Mr. P’s sugges - 
tion, was laid over, because he desired, when it was 
acted on, that there should be a full senate. 

The resolution of Mr. Benton, directing the se- 
cretarycf the treasury to pet certain queries to the 
surveyors of the ports of Louisville, C:ncinnati and 
St Louis, and the captains of steamboats, relative 
to the Louisville and Portland canal, and the charges 
of the same on the trade of the river, being 
under consideration. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, proposed the following 
amendment which was adopted: 

“And also the capacity of said canal 


at this time, to 
admit without-delay thé commerce of 


the river that 
must necessarily pass through the same; and whether 
one canal at that point, of any given capacity, contain- 
ing the necessary locks to overeome the falls, would be 
sufficient to pass without delay the commerce ascend- 
ing and descending the river for future years; and also 
whether. in order to afford full and ample facilities in 
overcoming the falls of the Ohio, so as to pass the com- 
merce of the river, a canal on the Indian side of the falls 
of sufficient capacity to pass boats of the largest class, 
in addition to the canal on the Kentucky side, is not or 
will not in a few years become indispensably necessa- 
ys taking into consideration the probable increase of 
the commerce; and that the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report tothe senate the result of his inquiries 
at the earliest day practicable.” 

After some remarke from Messrs. Crittenden, 
Smith and Benton, the resolution as amended was 
adopted. 

The senate went into an executive session, and 
soon after adjourned. ; 

December 31. The following memorials and pe- 
titions were presented, viz: 

By Mr. Hubbard: From the legislature of New 
Hampshire, in relation to the eurrevicy. 

By Mr. Pierce: From the same, in relation to the 
distribution of the vublice lands. 

By Mr. Roane: From the legislature of Virginia, 
in relation to military land warrants. 

By Mr. Southard: From the trustees of a Pres- 
byterian church in New Jersey, stating that said 
church was in the occupancy of the American 
troops during a portion of the revolationary war as 
a barracks, and that when the troops had to retreat 
on advance of the British forces, the church parson- 
age, and other adjacent buildings, were destroyed, 
in consequence of said occupancy, and they now 
pray compensation for the destruction of the same. 
This petition, with another of like import, was re- 
ferred to the committee on revolutionary claims. 

Mr. Benton moved to add 2,500 copies to the 
number heretofore ordered of the message of the 
president of the United States. Under an old law 
of the senate, 1,500 copies were the number fixed 
on, and the 2.500 which he now asked for would 
not more than give about the same ratio that the 
1,500 did under the prior law. He desired to 
spread the message and accompanying documents 
along the military posts of the west, and, with all 
the number ordered, he had but supplied a small 
portion of his constituents. 


A senator near suggested 1,000, which moudifica- 
tion was adopted, and that further number of the 
message and documents was ordered. 

By Mr. Davis: A memorial of the house of Fritz, 
Smith & Co. owners of the brig Rob Roy that had 
been wrecked on a voyage to Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
The wreck was taken up by some persons at Mar- 
blehead, Massachusetts and there sold for the be- 
nefit of the salvers. The owners claim reimburse- 
ment of $1,200 duties, which they had paid. Re- 
ferred to the committee on commerce. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the memo- 
rial of the legislature of Indiana of the last session, 
relative to a canal at the falls of the Ohio; on the 
Indiana side, and all petitions on the same subject 
on the files of the senate, were referred to the com- 
mittee on roads and canals. 


By Mr. Linn: A memorial from numerous steam- 
boat companies in relation to the adoption of some 
system to prevent the explosion .of steam-boilers, 
and requiring some practical test of those persons 
employed to act as enginéers. | 

Iso, resolutions from the legislature of. Missou- 
ri, in relation to the public Jands, 

Alsv, a memorial from the same legislature, in 
relation to the sixteenth sections. va 

Also, asking a grant of land for aid of common 
schools, ' 

Also, a grant for Jefferson city, in said state, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 

s, reported the bill relingutshittg to the 
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state ot Alabama the two per cent. fund accruing 
to her under the act for her adinission into the union, 
without amendment. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on private land 
claims, reported the following bills without amend- 
ment, and recommended their passage. Most of 
them had been passed at previous sessions of the 
senate, but not acted on in the other body for want 
of time: 

A bill to authorise the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or the legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in Missis- 
sippi. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district, in the state of Louisiana. 

A bill to confirm land claims in the district be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the state of Arkansas. 

A bill to amend an act confirming certain land 
claims in the state of Michigan. 

A bill to confirm the title to a certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, in the state of Louisiana. 

A bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri. 

‘A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the state of Louisiana, the interest of 
the United States to a certain tract of land. 

A bill authorising a patent to be issued to Joseph 
Campan, for a certain tract of land in the state of 
Michigan. : 

Mr. Linn also reported, from the same committee, 
a nuinber of bills for the relief of individuals. 

Mr. Brown introduced, by leave, a bill supple- 
mentary to the act establishing branches of the 
mint of the United States. 

On‘motion of Mr. Merrick, a clerk was allowed 
to the committee for the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, the memorial of na- 
turalized citizens of the United States, to have 
their rights recognised and secured, was taken 
from the files of the senate and referred to the com- 
mittee on foreign relations. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
uppropriatiyn to improve the harbor of the city of St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. Norvell submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation sufficient to effect, by peaceable and pe- 
cuniary means and inducements, the immediate re- 
moval west of the Mississippi of all the Indians now in 
the territory of Florida. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate the estimated 
amounts which will be receivable from the salt duty 
during the years 1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843; also, the 
estimated amounts which will be payable on account 
of fishing bounties, and allowances to fishiig vessels, 
during the same years; the said estimates to be all 
made on the basis of a non-alteration in the present 
laws regulating the said duties, bouaties and allow- 
ances. 

Also, That the secretary be directed to communicate 
to the senate any information in the treasury depart- 
ment going to show what fishing bounties, and allow- 
ances to fishing vessels, have been unduly or illegally 
drawn since the passage of the act in 1813 for renew- 
ing the duty on salt, and reviving the fishing bounties 
and allowances consequent thereon. 

Mr. Wall submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for the removal of certain obstructions in 
the navigation of the river Passaic and of Newark 
bay, in the state of New Jersey. 

The senate then proceeded to ballot for chaplain, 
when, on the second ballot, the rev. Mr. Cook- 
man, having received 20 votes, was declared duly 
elected. 


On motion of Mr, White, the secretary proceed- 
ed to inform the house of representatives of said 
election, and of the religious tenets of the chaplain, 

The bill to.amend the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States was taken 
up in committee of the whole, and, after some ex- 
planation from Mr. Wall, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill to establish a board of commissioners to 
hear and adjudge claims against the United States 
was taken up in committee of the whole, and, after 
some few observations from Messrs. Hubbard and 
Tappan, it was made the order of the day for Wed- 
nesday next; when, 

On motion of Mr. King, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of executive business, and, alter 
a short session, adjourned to meet on Friday next. 





January 3.~-Mr. Dickson, of R. I. and Mr. Grun- 
dy, of Tennessee, appeared to-day. 

Agreeably to notice given on ‘Tuesday last, Mr. 
Calhoun asked leave, and introduced a bill to cede 
the public lands to the states, in which they are re- 
spectively situated. ‘The bill was read by its title, 
and, on motion of Mr. C. referred to the committee 
onthe public lands, 

Soon after— 

Mr. Clay (of Ky.) having given notice of his in- 
tention to move to introduce the copy-right bill, 
stated that he regretted that he was detained by in- 
disposition this morning, and prevented from being 
present when the bill was introduced by the sena- 
tor from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) foi ceding 
the public jands to certain states within which they 
are situated. He had wished to suggest some other 
reference of it than to the committee on the public 
lands; but, unless some senator would move a recon- 
sideration of the order of reference to that commit- 
tee, he could not offer the suggestion which he 
wished to make. 

(Mr. Southard moved the reconsideration, and 
Mr. Calhoun objecting to it without some. satisfac- 
tory reason ]— ) 

A debate of some sharpness ensued between Mr. 
Clay and Mr. Calhoun, which, as. we shall hereaf- 
ter give it in full, it is not necessary for us now to 
give a sketch of. 

Some remarks were also made by Mr. Walker, 
Mr. Grundy, Mr. Allen, Mr. Preston and Mr. White, 
after which Mr. Calhoun called for the reading of 
the bill, which was read accordingly. 

The question of reconsidering the reference of 
the billto the committee on the public lands was 
then put, and decided by yeas and nays in the nega- 
tive, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Clay of Ky. Clayton, Critten- 
den, Davis, Dickson, Knight, Mernck, Phelps, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Ruggles, Southard, Wall, White, of Ten- 
nessee—15, 

NA YVS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Grundy, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Tappan, Walker, White, of 
Indiana, Williams, Wright, Young—28. 

Several private bills were introduced, together 
with several resolutions which will be noticed here- 
after. 

The bill reported from the committee on public 
lands, relinquishing to the state of Mississippi the 
two per cent. fund accruing under the act for her 
adinission into the union, was, by general consent, 
considered in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A private bill for the relief of John H. Jacox 
was also ordered to be engrossed. 

The senate then adjourned to Monday next. 


- 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 27.—The house came to order at 
noon, and the journal having been read, 

A communication was Jaid before the house by 
the speaker fiom the hon. Charles Fenton Mercer, re- 
signing his seat asa member. 

on motion of Mr. Taliaferro, it was laid onthe 
table. 

The following communication was received from 
the president of the United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

I herewith communicate to congress copies of a 
letter from the governor of Jowa to the secretary of 
state, and of the documents transmitted with it, on 
the subject of a dispute respecting the boundary 
line of Missouri. The disagreement as to the ex- 
tent of their respective jurisdictions has produced 
a state of such great excitement that | think it ne- 
cessary to invite your early attention to the report 
of the commissioner appointed to run the line in 
question under the act of the 18th of June, which 
was sent to both houses of cungress by the secretary 
of state on the 30th January last. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington city, Dec. 23, 1839. 

The message was read and ordered to lie on the 
table, and io be printed. 

The joint resolution from the senate for the ap- 
poiutment of two chaplains was taken up and 
agreed to. 

Mr. Hoffman, from the committee to revise the 
rules of order, introduced a resolution extending 
the time for which those of the last congress have 
been adopted until the 10th day of January next. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Wise, on leave, introduced a resolution that 
the chair appoint the standing committees of the 
house. 

Before its adoption Mr. W. said he wished to ad- 
dress, through the chair, a word to his constituents, 
which was the expression of his desire that he 
might be excused fiom being placed on sny of the 





standing committees of the house. Mr. W’s request 
was granted, and the resolution for the appoint- 
ment of committees was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, it was resolved that 
when the house adjournit adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Lewis, of Ala. at the request of a friend from 
Georgiu, (Mr. Cooper), moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the house had agreed to the joint 
resolution from the senate, for the appointment of 
chaplains; but, as Mr. L. had not voted in the affir- 
mative on that question, the motion was declared 
out of order under the rule. 

The question now recurring from Tuesday last 
on the resolutions moved by Mr. Dawson, of Ga. in 
relation to the public printing— 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohiv, who had the floor on those 
resolutions, rose to address the house; when 

Mr. F. Thomas said there had been an interchange 
of opinions on that side of the house, and be believ- 
ed there was now a general wish that this subject of 
the election of a printer, &c. be postponed no lon- 
ger than the 2d of January next; and he understood 
the mover was willing so to modify his resolution. 

The chair said this modification could only be 
done by general consent. 

Mr. Lewis Williams suggested that the postpone- 
ment extend to the 10th of January. And after a 
desultory conversation, in which Messrs. F. Tho- 
mas, Dawson, Briggs, Cushing, Fillmore, Stanly, 
Bynum, and Everett took pari, the first resolution 
was modified by Mr. Dawson, the mover, so as to 
postpone to the 10th of January, instead of the Ist 
of February. The second resolution was adopted 
with a slight modification; and the consideration of 
the third was postponed to the 10th of January. 

Mr. Crabb renewed the motion of Mr. Lewis for 
a reconsideration of the vote for appointing chap- 
lains: he did so, he said, at the request of his col- 
league, (Mr. Lewis); and as he had voted in the af- 
firmative, the motion, coming from him, was in 
order: and on this motion a debate forthwith arose, 
in which the motion was advocated by Messrs. 
Cooper and Rice Garland, and opposed by Messrs. 
Wise and Nisbel, of Ga, 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Slade, 
Crabb, Cooper, Craig and Rice Garland, when 

Mr. Hopkins rose, he said, for the purpose of put- 
ting an end toa debate which seemed to him quite 
unnecessary. And he moved the previous question; 
which was seconded; and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. J. Davis, of Pennsylvania, asked the yeas 
and nays on the main question; which were order- 
ed. ; 

And the main question, being on the motion to 
reconsider, was then taken, and decided in the ne- 
gative: yeas 12, nays 168. 

So the house refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Adams was understood to give notice of his 
intention to ask leave to introduce a bill providing 
for carrying into effect the objects of the Smithso- 
nian bequest; which motion was ordered to be en- 
tered on the journal. 

Mr. Cuve Johnson moved the adoption of the reso- 
lution providing for the printing of 20,000 copies of 
the president’s message, viz: 15,000 without the 
accompanying docuinents, and 5,000 with them. 

Mr. Stanly moved an adjournment, which motion 
(by a vote of 63 ayes to 79 noes, taken by tellers, 
Messrs. Crabb and C. Johnson acting in that capa- 
city), was rejected. 

So the house refused to adjourn. 

Some desultory conversation ensued as to the 
mode in which Mr. Johnson’s motion should, ac- 
cording to the rules, be put. 

When Mr. J. modified it so as to move to take 
from the table the message and the resolution above 
referred to, (where they had been laid by the vote 
of the house on a former day). 

An intermediate motion for adjournment having 
been made and withdrawn— 

The question on Mr. Johnson’s motion was taken 
and carried. 

So the message and resolution were again before 
the house. 

Mr. Cave Johnson theu demanded the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolution. 

Messrs. Crabb and Curr were appointed tellers, 
and, by ayes 101, noes not counted, the demand for 
the previous question was seconded, 

Mr. Stanly inquired of the chair whether the ef- 
fect of the previous question would not be to cut 
off the amendment offered by himself, reducing the 
number of copies to 6,000. 

The speaker replied affirmatively. 

Mr. Lewis Williams demanded the yeas and nays 
on taking the main question. 

Mr. Stanly was understood to give notice that he 
would, at the suggestion of several of his friends, 
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modify his amendment so as to read 10,000 instead 
of 6,000 copies. : 

Mr. Underwood said his vote would depend.on in- 
formation as to the number which it was usual to 

rint. 
4 Mr. Hubbard, of Alabama, said the usual num- 
ber was that designated in theesolution. _ 

And the question, shall the main question be 
wow taken? was then put and decided in the affir- 
mative: yeas 109, nays 73. 

So the main question was ordered to be now put. 

And the main question being on the adoption of 
the motion for printing, as above stated, 

Mr. Stanly asked for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered and taken were: yeas 120, nays 54. 
So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr, Thompson, of South Carolina, rose and mov- 
ed a reconsideration of the vote which had just been 
taken. He was proceeding to make sowe remarks 
in relation to the president’s message, when 

Mr. Jameson rose to a question of order. 

Mr. Thompson said he also rose to a question of 
order. Let the gentleman reduce his question of 
order to writing. 


Mr. Jameson observed that he hal moved and sent 
a resolution to the table when the gentleman from 
South Carolina rose tv make a motion. Now, he 
(Mr. J.) would ask of the chair whether the gen- 
tleman’s motion took precedence of his own? 

Mr. Thompson said he believed that they had no 
right to argue the question of order until the chair 
had given its decision. 


The speaker stated that the gentlewnan from Mis- 
cour (Mr Jameson) being first in possession of the 
floor had a right to make the motion he had done; 
after which it was competent for the gentleman from 
South Carolina to make bis motion. The chair bad 
let the gentleman from South Carolina have the 
floor, because he supposed the gentleman fiom Mis- 
souri had given way to him. 


Mr. Sherrod Williams moved that the house do 
now adjourn. 


And the yeas and nays were demanded, but not 
ordered. 


The question was then taken by tellers, when 
there appeared—ayes 91, noes not counted. So 
the motion was carried, and the house adjourned 
until Monday. 


Monday, Dec. 30. Mr. Kempshall, the hitherto 
absent member from the state of New York, ap- 
peared, was qualified, and took his seat. 


The following gentlemen were announced as 
having been appointed by the speaker to compose 
the standing committees of the house: 

Of elections. Messrs. Campbell, of South Caro- 
lina; Rives, of Va.; Fillmore, of N. Y.; Medill, of 
QO.; Crabb, of Ala.; Brown, of Tenn.; Fisher, of N. 
C.; Sinith, of Conn.; Botts, of Va. 

Of ways und means. Messrs. Jones, of Va.; Bid- 
dle, of Pa.; Atherton, of N. H.; Lawrence, of Mass.; 
Rhett, of S. C.; Vanderpoel, of N. Y.; Evans, of 
Me.; Connor, of N. C.; Cooper, of Ga. 

Of Claims. Messrs. Dawson, of Ga.; Russell, 
of N. Y.; Banks, of Va.; Giddings, of O.; Williams, 
of N. H.; Gentry, of Tenn ; Hill, of N. C.; Gal- 
braith, of Penn.; Mallory, of N. Y. 

On commerce. Messrs. Curtis, of N. Y.; Hillen, 
of Md.; White, of La.; Burke, of N. H.; Toland, 
of Penn.; Habersham, of Ga.; Parris, of Maine; 
Botts, of Va.; Weller, of Ohio. 

On public lands. Messrs. Corwin, of O.; Rey- 
nolds, of [1!.; Lincoln, of Mass.; Crary, of Mich.; 
White, of Ky.; Fisher, of N. C.; Garland, of Va.; 
Hubbard, of Ala.; Thoinpson, of Miss. 

On the post office and post roads. Messrs. McKay, 
of N. C.; Hopkins, of Va.; Chapinan, of Ala.; Mar- 
vin, of N. Y¥.; Leadbetter, of O.; J. L. Williams, 
of Tenn.; Anderson, of Ky.; Butler, of S. C.; 
Brown, of Miss. 

For the District of Columbia. Messrs. W. C. 
Johnson, of Md.; C. H. Williams, of Tenn.; Beirne, 
of Va.; Clark, of N. Y.; Davee, of Me.; Graham, 
of N. C.; Cranston, of R.1.; Black, of Ga.; Haw- 
kins of N. C. 

On the judiciary. Messrs. Sergeant, of Penn.; 
Crary, of Mich.; Hoffinan, of N. Y.; Turney, of 
Tenn.; Mason, of O.; Samuels, of Va.; Colquitt, 
of Ga.; Storrs, of Conn; Barnard, of N. Y. 

Oa revolutionary claims. Messrs. Craig, of Va.; 
Randolph, of N. J.; Hall, of Vt.; Taliaferro, of Va.; 
Parmenter, of Mass.; Montgomery, of N.C.; Ro- 
gers, of S.C.; Ely, of N. Y¥.; Swearingen, of O. 

On public expenditures. Messrs. Briggs, of Mass.; 
Smith, of Me.; Bond, of O.; Rariden, of la.; Dnn.- 
can, of O.; Crockett, of Tenn.; Hall, of Vt.; Wat- 
terson, of Tenn.; McCulloh, of Pa. 

On private land claims. Messrs. Casey, of IIl.; 
Garland, of La.; Calhoun, of Mass.; Dillett, of Ala.; 
Wick, of Ia.; Butler, ot Ky.; Hastings, of Mass.; 
Jameson, of Mo.; White, of La. 





On manufactures, Messrs. J. Q. Adams, of 
Mass.; Nisbet, of Ga.; Slade, of Vt.; Tillinghast, 
of R.1.; Worthington, of Md.; Dromgoole, of Va.; 
Mitchell, of N. Y¥.; Eastman, of N. H.; John Davis, 
of Penn. 

On agriculiure. Messrs. Debérry, of N. C.; Den- 
nis, of Md.; McClellan, of Tenn.; Smith, of Vt.; 
Hammond, of Pa.; Shaw, of N. H.; Sweeny, of O.; 
Doig, of N. Y.; Hook, of Pa. 

On Indian affuirs. Messrs. Bell, of Tenn.; Lewis 
Williams, of N. C.; Alford, of Ga.; Cross, of Ark.; 
Chinn, of La.; Shepard. of N. C.; Lucas, of Va.; 
Hunt, of N. Y.; J. W. Davis, of Ia. 

On military affuirs. Messrs. Cave Johnson, of 
Tenn.; Thompson, of 8. C.; Miller, of Mo.; Coles, 
of Va.; Kemble, of N. Y.; Allen, of Obio; Monroe, 
N. Y.; Sumpter, of 8S. C.; Goggin, of Va. 

On ihe militia. Messrs. Keim, of Penn.; Carter, 
of Tenn.; Griffin, of S. C.; Wagener, of Penn.; P. 
F. Thomas, of Mi ; Goode, of Ohio; Rogers, of 
N. Y.; Triplett, of Ky.; Ridgway, of Ohio.. 

On naval affuirs. Messrs. F. Thomas, of Md.; 
Reed, of Mass.; Holmes, of 8. C.; King, of Ga.; 
Grinnell, of N. Y.; Anderson, of Maine; Robinson, 
of Del.; Holleman, of Va.; Proffit, of Ia. 

On foreign affairs. Messrs. Pickens, of S. C.; 
Cushing, of Mass.; Dromgoole, of Va.; Granger, of 
N. Y.; Bynum, of N. C.; Hawes, of Ky.; Howard, 
of la.; Everett, of Vt.; Clifford, of Maine. 

On the territories. Messrs. Pope, of Ky.; Jeni- 
fer, of Md ; Ramsey, of Penn. ; Campbell, of Tenn.; 
Stuart, of ill.; Brewster, of N. Y.; Davis, of Ky.; 
Montanya, of N. Y.; Fine, of N. Y. 

On revolutionary pensions. Messrs. Taliaferro, 
of Va.; Carr, of [a.; Andrews, of Ky.; Steenrod, of 
Va.; Rayner, of N.C.; Ed. Davies, of Penn.; Brock- 
way, of Conn.; Taylor, of Ohio; Hand, of N. Y. 

On invalid pensions. Messrs. Sherrod Williams, 
of Ky.; Morris, of Ohio; Chittenden, of N. York; 
Down, of Ohio; Strong, of N. Y.; Randall, of Maine; 
Morris, of Pa.; Palen, of N. ¥Y.; Edwards, of Pa. 

On roads and canals. Messrs. Ogle, of Pa.; 
Graves, of Ky.; Carroll, of Md.; Hill of Va.; Smith, 
of la.; Starkweather, of Ohio; Rayner, of N. C.; 
Colquitt, of Ga.; Blackwell of Tenn. 

On patents. Messrs. Fletcher, of Vt.; Beatty, of 
Pa.; Prentiss, of N. Y.; Newhard, of Pa.; Paynter, 
of Pa. 

On the public buildings and grounds. Messrs. 
Lincoln, ot Mass; Petrikin, of Penn.; Leonard, of 
N. Y.; Keim, of Penn.; Hastings, of Ohio. 

On revisal and unfinished business. Messrs. Peck, 
of N. Y.; Parish, of Ohio; Jackson, of N. Y.; James, 
of Pa.; Dana, of N. Y. 

Of accounts. Messrs. Johnson, of Va.; Law- 
rence, of Mass.; Johnston, of N. Y.; Marchand, of 
Pa.; Floyd, of N. Y. 

On mileage. Messrs. Williams, of Conn.; Wil- 
liams, of Mass.; Morgan, of N. Y.; Leet, of Penn.; 
Allen. of N. Y. 

On the expenditures of the state department. Messrs. 
Underwood, of Ken.; Bynum, of N. C.; Crabb, of 
Ala.; Loweil, of Me.; Trumbull, of Conn. 

On the expenditures of the treasury department. 
Messrs. Evans, of Me.; Atherton, of N. H.; Osbore, 
of Conn.; Warren, of Geo.; Jones, of N. Y. 

On the expenditures of the war department. Messrs. 
Garland, of La.; Howard, of Ind.; Wagner, of N. 
Y.; Holmes, of 8. C.; Cooper, of Penn. 

On the expenditures of the navy department. Messrs. 
Saltonstall, of Mass.; Vanderpoel, of N. Y.; Simon- 
ton, of Penn.; Green, of Ken.; Gerry, of Penn. 

On the expenditures of the post office department. 
Messrs. Marvin, of N. Y¥.; Boyd, of Ken.; Lowell, 
of Me.; Davis, of Ken.; Brown, of N. Y. 

On the erperdilures on public building. Messrs. 
Stanly, of N. C.; Fornance of Penn.; Gates, of N. 
Y.; Henry, of Penn.; Earl, of N. Y. 


Mr. Wise said that, in view of a question which 
had heretofore greatly agitated the house and the 
country, he would now tnove that the rules of the 
house be suspended, in order to his moving the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any memu- 
rial-or petition praying for the abolition of slavery or the 
slave trade in any district, territory er state of the union, 
and upon the presentation of any resolution or other 
paper touching that subject, the reception of such me- 
morial, petition, resolution or paper shall be considered 
as objected to, and the question of its reception shall be 
laid upon the table without debate or further action 
thereon. 

Mr. W. demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules for that purpose. 

Mr. Stanly moved a call of the house. Having 
shortly after consented to withdraw his motion, it 
was immediately renewed by Mr. Adams, but ne- 
gatived without a count. 

Mr. Beli inquired whether, should the rules be 
suspended as proposed, an amendment to the reso- 
lution would be in order. 

The chair replying in the affirmative— 


| 


NGRESS. 





— 





The question was put on suspending the rules 
for the purpose stated, and the yeas were 109, the 
noes 77; there not being two-thirds, the rules were 
not suspended. 

Mr. Bell said that he wished to move an amend- 
ment to the proposition of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, when in order, and he read a resolution pro- 
posing that all memorials, &c. on the subject of sla- 
very be referred to the committee for the District of 
Columbia without debate. 

Mr. Wise objected to the amendment as being 
incompatible with his resolution, and so not in o1- 
der. 

Mr. Bell said he would then offer it as a distinct 
resolution; and he thereupon moved for a_ suspen- 
sion of the rules to enable him to offer such a reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Wise gave notice that, as a southern man, 
he should object to all debate or action of the 
house on the subject of abolition as unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr. Bell said, if it was not the general wish of 
the house to entertain his resolution, he would not 
press it at this time. 

Mr. Adams said he had no objection at all that 
petitions and memorials praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia should be refer- 
red to the committee for the District of Columbia. 
But these were not the only memorials which had 
reference to the subject of slavery. There were 
otbers for its abolition in the territories; others 
praying for the abolition of the slave trade between 
state and state; others against the admission of new 
slave states, &c. ‘These surely ought not to go to 
the committee for the District of Columbia. In 
regard to the others, he had no objection that they 
should go to that committee; and he had no doubt 
the committee would make a report upon them 
which would be entirely satisfactory, at least, to the 
southern portion of the house. 

Mr. Pickens inquired of the chair whether a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules was debateable? 

The chair replied in the negative. 

Mr. dams said he was merely making a sugges- 
tion to the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr Bell). 
He only asked that the memorials on the different 
subjects he had named should be referred to appro- 
priate committees. Let the chair appoint them; 
he had no objection to that; and let them be as strong 
as any gentleman wished on one side of the ques- 
tion; only let the house have areport upon the pe- 
titions. 

Mr. Bell said there were so many conflicting 
opinions among the gentlemen around him, that, 
on the whole, he concluded not to press his motion 
at the present moment. The resolution, however, 
did but express what had always been Mr. B’s opi- 
nion as to the direction these memorials ought to 
take. 

Mr. Wise inquired whether it would be in order 
for hin again (o move for a suspension of the rules 
in order to introduce his resolution? 

The chair replied that it would not, this day. 

Mr. Wise then gave notice to all meinbers uf the 
house that whenever any abolition memorials should 
presented, he should instantly object to their re- 
ception, and move to lay the question of their re- 
ception upon the table. He utterly denied that 


this house possessed any jurisdiction over the sub- 
ject. 


Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, moved to suspend 


the rules, with a view to move the following reso- 
lutions: 


Resolved, That the freedom of speech, of the press, 
and of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievancies, are rights 
secured to every citizen by the U. States; but,in the 
exercise of these rights and privileges, no citizens or 
body of people in one state of this union has the right 
so to use them, or any of them, as to deprive the citizens 
or people in another state of their rights and privileges, 
or of the property secured tothem by the constitution 
and laws. 

Resolved, 'That the powers given by the constitution 
to congress to exercise exclusive legislation in all cases 


| whatsoever over such district (not exceeding ten miles 


square) as may by cession of particular states and the 
acceptance of congress become the seat of government of 
the United States, gives no right or authority to take the 
private property of any citizen in such district for public 
use without just compensation, and much less does it 
confer the power to take such property for no use at all 
without the consent of those immediately interested, 
and without making any compensation for it. 

Resolved, 'That the interference by the citizens of any 
of the states, with the view to the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, is endangering the rights and 
securitv of the people of the District, and that any act 
or measure of cungress designed to abolish slavery. in 
this District would be a violation of the faith implied in 
the cessions made by the state of Virginia and Mary- 
land of said territory, a just cause of alarm to the 








ple of the slaveholding states, and have a direct and in- 
evitable tendency to disturb and endanger this union. 
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Resolved That this house will not consider any pro- 
position, petition, remonstrance, or memorial, resolu- 


tion, motion, or: paper, asking or requiring, or in any. 


manner relating to the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia or the territories; nor wall this house 
consider any proposrion, petition, remonstrance, me- 
monal, resolution, motion, or paper, asking or requiring, 
or in any manner relating to the abolition of the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia or among the several 
states of this union. ~ 

‘On the question of suspension of the rules to allow 
of offering these resolutions, Mr. G. demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered by the house. 

Mr. Adams wished, before voting, to inquire of 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Garland) whe- 
ther it was his understanding that these resolutions, 
when offered, were to be debated? or whether the 
— question was instantly to be called upon 
them: 

Mr. Garland replied that he could not tell. These, 
he conld assure the gentleman, were no caucus reso- 
lutions. They had been drawn up by himself; and 
but two other members of the house bad ever seen 
-orread them. After they were received, it would 
be in the pleasure of the house to give them such 
direction as it pleased. | 

Mr. Adams. ‘Then 'T shall vote against suspend- 
ing the rules toreceive them. [ cannot trust this 
house against the previous question. I must vote 
in the negative; though I should be happy to see 
the resolniions offered, and fully and freely debated 
in the house. That is what the country wants. 

Mr. Gates, of New York, inquired whether it 
could be in order to receive the resolution of the 
gentleman from Louisiana, since they were, in sub- 
siance, the same with that of Mr. Wise?—they ter- 
minated in proposing the very same thing. 

The chair replied that, should the rules be sus- 
pended, he did not think the resolutions would be 
in order. 

Mr. Wise. Will it be in order to offer my reso- 
lution to-morrow? 

- The chair declined deciding that question /ill to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Adams said he hoped the gentleman from 
Virginia would not offer his resolution agatn to-mor- 
row morning, but be content with what he had wit- 
nessed this morning. 
the opinion of the house that it would not submit 
toa further encroachment upon the rights of the 
people. 

A inember here inquired whether the question 
was debateable. 

Mr. Adams. If the gentlemen from Virginia is 
perinitted to debate it, I will. 

After an inquiry by Mr. A/ford and an explana- 
tion by Mr. &. Garland as to the import of the reso- 
lutions. 

The question was put on suspending the rules, to 
enable Mr. R. Garland to offer thein, and lost: ayes 
107, noes 82, (not two-thirds). 

Mr. Waddy Thompson moved that his motion, 
made on Friday last to reconsider the vote of the 
house ordering the printing of 20,000 copies of the 
president’s inessage be now taken up and consider- 
ed. 
Mr. Jameson opposed the motion as not in order, 
and insisted on his own right to the floor on a reso. 
lution he had previously offered. 

After a contest by Mr Jameson against the deci- 
sion of the chair, Mr. Thompson was permitted to 
proceed in an examination at large of the message, 
which he characterized as written with the highest 
ability, dexterity and art. He then went into a re- 
view, in order, of the several subjects treated in if, 
in a speech of some length. 

Mr. W. Thompson having concluded— 

Mr. Duncan demanded the previous question on 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. W. Thompson thereupon withdrew the mo- 
tion to reconsider. 

Mr. Underwood asked the general consent of the 
house to lay before the house certain propositions 
toamend the rules of the house, and which were 
read for information. 

After some conversation, those propositions, on 
motion of Mr. Cave Johnson, were referred to the 
select committee heretofore appointed or the sub- 
ject of the rules. 

Mr. Crabb moved an adjournment, but withdrew 
the motion. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Cave Johnson, 
took up and adopted the resolution, offered on Fri- 
day last by Mr. Jameson, providing for the printing 
of 10,000 copies of the report of the secretary of the 
treasury. ; 

On leave given, Mr. Sergeant offered a resolution 
directing letters overcharged with postage to be 
brought to the house as heretofore; which was 
agreed to. ; ' 

Mr. Adams, in pursuance of notice heretofore gi- 


ven by him, introduced a bill providing for the dis- 


He had had an expression of 


posal and management of the fund bequeathed by the 
late James Smithson to the United States for the 
establishment of an institution for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men. 

Ou motion of Mr. A. the bill was referred to a 
select committee of nine members, consisting of 
Messrs. Adams, Ogle, Shepard, Garland, of ' Virgi- 
nia, Lewis, Albert Smith, of Maine, Barnard, Cor- 
win and Campbell, of South Carolina. 

Mr, Duncan offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the speaker is hereby advised and di- 
rected to swear into office Messrs. Philemon Dicker- 
son, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. Ryall, William R. 
Cooper, and Joseph Kyle, members elect from the state 

ew Jersey, and said membe¢rs thereon be directed 
to take their seats until the contest is regularly deter- 
mined by the house. i : 

The question having been raised whether this re- 
solution was row in order— 

The chair decided that the first business before 
the house was the reception of petitions; and that a 
suspension of the rule woula be necessary to enable 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) to offer the 
resolution at thistime. 

Mr. Wise suggested that many gentlemen on 
both sides were absent, who shonld, he thought, be 
present when the vote was taken. 

Mr. Duncan said he believed this was a question 
of privilege, and that, as such, the resolution was in 
order without a suspension of therule. It was a 
proposition which had never yet been presented—a 
question involving the rights of the state of New 
Jersey, and of the members whom she had elected 
to represent her in this hall. He had, however, no 
disposition to push the question at this moment; but 
he knew no reason why it should not be discussed; 
and, as there was a disposition to adjourn, he would 
give way toany gentleman who would make the 
motion, as he wished to occupy the attention of the 
house for some time on this subject. 

The chair reasserted its decision that asuspension 
of the rnle was necessary. 

Mr. Jenifer inquired if the reception of petitions 
would be in order to. morrow morning? ) 

The speaker replied affirmatively. 

Mr. Jenifer moved an adjournment, but withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. Duncan then took an appeal from the deci- 
sion of the chair, that a suspension of the rule was 
necessary. 


And, the question having been put to the house, 
the decision of the chair was affirmed. 

Mr. Everett moved an adjournment, but withdrew 
the motion for the purpose of enabling the speaker 
to lay hefore the house a great number of executive 
communications: all of which, having been ordered 
to be printed, were appropriately disposed of. 

The speaker laid before the house certain docu- 
ments in relation to the New Jersey election. 

Mr. L. Williams inquired what they were, and 
how they came into possession of the speaker? 

The speaker said they purported (o be sundry de- 
positions from Spottswood, in New Jersey, and that 
they had been addressed to the speaker of the house. 

The reading was called for, and objections were 
made. 

A motion was made by several gentlemen simul- 
taneously to refer the said documents to the com- 
inittee of elections. 


the governor and of the secretary of state of New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Wise hoped the motion would prevail. 

The speaker said he had not in his posseszion the 
certificates of the governor. 

Mr. Turney modified his motion so as to refer all 
the papers which were on the table relating to the 
subject. 

Mr. Hubbard, of Alabama, said he was totally 
opposed to any reference whatever, There was no 
case of contested election to go to the committee.— 
All the questions which had been discussed here 
had been in reference to the returns only. The 
question, and tlie only question, which had been be- 
fore the house was: who were returned as members 
{rom the state of New Jersey? In his opinion, then, 
it would be time enough to refer the question of 
contest when it shall have been raised, to the com- 
inittee of elections. 


Mr. Bell said he fully concurred in the remarks 
which had fallen from the gentleman from Alabama, 
(Mr. Hubbard). He (Mr. B.) cid not know that 
any petition had been presented to the house con- 
testing. the seats of sitting members, for the house 
had decided that five members from New Jersey 
should not take their seats. ‘This question ought to 
be brought fairly before the honse, and, if no other 
gentleman would, he would bring it forward asa 
privileged motion. There had been four or five 
gentlemen waiting here ever since the session com- 





menced, claiming seats as representatives from New 





Mr. Turney moved to refer also the certificates of | 


— 


Jersey, and whose claims had not been acted on.— 
He hoped the honse would proceed in the regular 
way, act with great caution, and bearin mind that 
what they did on this occasion would be regarded 
asa precedent hereafter. The house onght not, 
then, too loosely refer these matters to a committee 
before any petition or question of contested rights 
came before it. Ifthe house was willing to receive 
a resolution that would relieve it from the difficulty 
in which it was involved, he was now prepared to 
offer one. The gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Dun- 
can), in his opinion, had made the only motion that 
was in order this morning, for it was a priviledged 
motion, inasmuch as it related to the question as to 
who should occupy the vacant seats of the represen- 
tation from New Jersey. ont 


Mr. Wise said he thought this question was just 
in the attitude it ought to be—that it should be re- 
ferred. He knew of no other course to be pursued, 
after the decision which the house had made, than 
to refer the subject to the committee of privileges 
and elections. And why? Because he agreed with 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Hubbard) that 
no question of contested election was then before 
the house, and because there must be a right of pos- 
session before the question as to the merits of the 
election could be contested. The question of claim 
to seats was before the house. The question of 
prima facie evidence of right to seats here, as the 
gentleman from Alabama had correctly stated, had 
been partly decided by the house. One set of gen- 
tlemen, on one side, had been rejected, whilst, with 
regard to the other set, on the opposite side, ne de- 
cision had been made. He wished it to be distinetly 
understood that when the gentleman had been here- 
tofore asked to bring forward the administration 
candidates, the house was told that it was their in- 
tention to act liberally, and that these gentlemen 
would not claitn their seats. And it was not until 
this morning that it had been presumed, or pretend- 
ed, that they would claim their seats. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr, Duncan) bad, this morning, 
notwithstanding there were so many absentees, ino- 
ved, that Mr. Dickerson and his associates be sworn 
in, and the chuir decided, and correctly, after the 
action of the house on the subject, that the motion 
was not in order—that the rule must be suspended 
by a vote of two-thirds, to enable him to make such 
a motion, and the house sustained the «decision of 
the chair. He (Mr. W.) was in favor of referring 
the credentials, which were a prima facie title toa 
seat, fogether with all the papers, properly authen- 
ticated, before the house, to the committee of elec- 
tions, who would jndge as tothe character of the 
evidence, and receive what ought to be received, 
and seject what ought to be rejected. This, he 
thought, was the proper course to be adopted. The 
house might, in one week, perhaps in twenty-four 
hours, if the committee were permitted to take the 
papers, have a report from them setting forth who 
should take seats as silting members—while they, 
inthe mean time, could be investigating the evi- 
dence in relation to the contested election. 


While the contested election was in process of 
adjudication, those gentleinen having a prima facie 
title to seats might take them, and then the report 
of the committee on the claims of other peisons 
might be received and discussed at once—so that 
New Jersey, as every other state had been, might 
be represented until the question of the contested 
election should be deélided: He did conscientiously 
say that he had rather, as far as he was concerned, 
that Mr. Diclerson and his colleagues should occu - 
py seats on that floor, per fas aul nefus, than that 
New Jersey should, be deprived of five-sixths of her 
representation while this contested election was be- 
ing investigated. 

Mr. Duncan inquired oftihe chair whether the re- 
turns of the polls at South Amboy and Millville, 
which were suppressed, were to be considered as 
included in the motion of reference, and would be 
sent with the other documents to the committee of 
elections? 

The speaker stated it as his opinion that the pa- 
pers referred toby the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Duncan) would not be included in the reference, 
and that no other papers would be sent to the eom- 
mittee than the depositions just laid before the house. 

Mr. Duncan remarked that he bad so supposed.— 
If those depositions were,.as he suspected, lop sided, 
he shonld object to their reception. 


Mr. Randolph said that the depositions had been 
taken in accordance with the law of New Jersey, 
which required that they should be transmitted to 
the speaker of the house of representatives. 

Mr. Briggs inquired of the chair how these depo- 
sitions had come into the possession of the house? 

The speaker stated that he had received them by 





mail, directed to him as speaker of the house of re- 
presentatives. 
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Mr. Briggs then said that they were not properly 
before the house at thistime. The rule was, when 
the speaker received papers by mail, to retain them 
until ealling over the states for the presentation of 
petitions, and then such papers were presented 
when the name of the state irom whence they came 
was called. | 

Mr. Bell maintained that the only motion in order 
was on the reference of the papers to the committee 
of elections, If those gentlemen holding certificates 
were not entitled to their seats, let the committee 
say so.. The motion of the gentleman from Ohio 
wasa privileged motion, and the only one in order. 
There was no regular question in relation to seats of 
the gentlemen {rom New Jersey before the house. 
Mr. B. was preceeding, when 

Mr. Duacan reminded the chair that he was enti- 
tled to the floor. 

The speaker said the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Truneen) was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. Bell then observed that he hoped the geutle- 
man from Ohio, after what had been said by the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) as to the ab- 
sence of members, would not press the question un- 
til there should be a full house. 

Mr. Adams expressed himself in favor of refer- 
ring all the years relating to the subject to the 
committee’ of elections, who should be vested with 
power to sen for persons and papers, and be in- 
structed to inquire and report io this house who are 
members from the state of New Jersey. 

Mr. Duncan said that he understood he was in 
order, and that the question before the honse was on 
the reference of soine evidence, taken in N. Jersey, 
to the committee of elections. He had risen to in- 


quire whether certain other papers, that were not, 


in the possession of the house, were etnbraced in 
the resolution of the gentleman fiom Tennessee? 
He had been told there were no papers but the one 
which the gentleman held-in his hand, and which 
he (Mr. D.) took to be evidence in ep of the 
claims of the certificated mesbers. e thought 
there were other papers to be produced, which 
would go to show what were the claims of the ad- 
verse party. He would therefore oppose the motion. 
Mr. D. then yielded the floor to 

Mr. Turney, who moved an adjournment; which 
was agreed to. And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday Dec. 31. Some tine was consumed in 
a motion to amend the journal of the house, so as 
to prevent the resolution which had been submitted 
by Mr, Duncan, requesting the speaker to swear in 
Mr. Dickerson and others, and which had been de- 
clared out of order by the speaker, from appearing 
on the journal of that day’s proceedings—the house 
however refused to ainend the jouraal: yeas 72, nays 


The orders of the day, being the reception of 
petitions, were several times called for. 

Mr. Coles moved a suspension of the rule, to 
enable him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That every petition, memorial, resolution, 
proposition or paper, tonching or relating in any way, 
or to any exient whatever, to the abolition of slavery 
in the states of this union, or either of them, or in the 
District of Columbia, or in the territories of the United 
States, or either of them, or the removal of slaves from 
one state to another, shall, on the presentation thereof, 
without any farther action thereon, be laid on the table 
without being debated, printed, read or referred. 

Mr. C. was proceeding to remark, when 

The speaker said the question was not debateable. 

And the question on the motion to suspend the 
rule was taken; and decided in the negative as fol- 
lows: yeas 87, nays 841—(two-thirds not voting 
therefor, as required by the rule). 

Sa the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Wise then moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable him to offer the resolution which he had 
offered yesterday, and which, he said, was different 
from the one voted on just now. The resolution 
he offered denied the receplion of abolition petitions. 
This resolution admitted the reception. The one 
was a southern, the other a northern resolution. 

Mr. Granger inquired whether the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia was in order, inasmuch 
as a resolution of a character nearly similar had 
just been voted on. The chair ruled the motion to 
be in order. 

Mr. Wise thereupon persisted in bis motion, and 
gave notice that he should offer a similar motion, 
even if it should consume hours, every morning of 
his life, until he got a distinct vote upon his reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Granger asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend; which were ordered. 

Some remarks then enstied, as to points of order, 
between Messrs. Adams, Wise and Wiliiams. 

The reading of the resolution was then called for, 
and it was read, as follows: 

_ Resolved, ‘That upon the presentation of any memo- 
rial or petition praying for the abolition of slavery or 


the slave trade in any district territory, or state of the 
union and upen the presentation of any resolution or 
other paper touching that subject, the recepiion of such 
memorial, petition, resolution, or paper shall be con- 
sidered as objected to, and the question of tts reception 
shall be laid upon the table without debate or further 
action thereon. } 

And the question was then taken upon suspend- 
ing the rules, and decided in the hegative—yeas 87, 
nay 85—not two-thirds. 

So the house refused to suspend the rules. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting a report made by 
the secretary of the trsasury in regard to some dif- 
ficulties which have occurred concerning the kind 
of papers deemed necessary to be provided by law 
for the. use and protection of American vessels en- 
gaged in the whale fisheries, and inviting the con- 
sideration of congress to some new legislation upon 
the subject. 

Also, a message from the president of the United 
States, transmitting copies of communications from 
gov. Lucas in relation to the boundary between Mis- 
souri and [owa. 

Also, a message from the president of the Unit- 
ed States, transmitting a report from the secretary 
of state on the subject of the law providing for 
taking the sixth census of the United States. 

Also, a message from the president of the Unit- 
ed States, communicating a report {rom the secre- 
tary of state in relation to applications on the part 
of France for the extension to vessels coming from 
the colonies of French Guiana and Senegal of the 
| benefits granted by the act of the 9th of May, 1825, 

to vessels of the same nation coming from the is- 
\lands of Guadaloupe and Martinique, and for the 





| repayment of duties levied in the district of New 








| York upon the French ship Alexandre and _ part of 
her cargo. ‘The circumstances under which these 
duties were demanded,” says the message, being, 
as stated by the secretary of the treasury, of a cha- 
racter to entitle the parties to relief, 1 recommend 
the adoption of the necessary legislative provisions 
to authorise their repayment. I likewise invite your 
attention tothe evidence contained in the accom- 
panying documents as to the treatment of our ves- 
sels in the port of Cayene, which will doubtless be 
found by congress such as to authorise the applica- 
tion to French vessels coming from that colony of 
the liberal principles of reciprocity whieh have 
hitherto governed the action of the legislature in 
analogous cases ” 

Mr. Chinn, of Louisiana, moved to suspend the 
rules in order to his offering the following resvlu- 
tion: , 

Resolved, That all petitions, memcrials, resolutions, 
and addresses of every description. touching the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, or in the 











states or territories,or in any manner relating to the 
existence of slavery or the slave trade in the United 
States, be referred withcut debaie to aselect committee. | 

On this motion Mr. Granger, of New York, de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which, being ordered 
and taken, resulted as follows: yeas 112, nays 66. 
There not being two-thirds in its favor; the motion 
to suspend the rules was negatived. 

Mr. Sergeant, of Penn. made a similar motion, 
that he might move the following: 

Resolved, That the 20th rule of the house be so al- 
tered that the daily presentation of petitions be allowed 
for twenty days from this day. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, but refused; and the vote, being counted by tel- 
lers, stood as follows: ayes 113, noes 36. 

So the rules were suspended, and Mr. Sergeant 
thereupon moved his resolution, modifying it, how- 


thirty days. 

Mr. Lewis Williams regretted this modification, 
and gave notice that he should move to amend the 
resolution so as to extend the time to thirty days. 

Mr. Bynum hoped that the house would pass no 
such resolution. He called upon every gentleman 


which had been this day assailed here. Should 
gentlemen suffer this resolution to pass, they 
would put it in the power of the house more 
seriously to attack that great interest. He was not 
going to discuss the question of slavery, but as a 
southern man, after the hints which bad been 
already thrown out, and from the multitude of anti- 
slavery petitions which it was understood were to 
be poured upon the house,.he was led to hope that 
every southern man, and every northern man with 


ever, so as to limit the time to twenty instead of | 











from the slaveholding states to defend that interest | 





southern principles, would vote against such a pro- 
position. 


question of ordering them there was no quorum 
voting. So they were not ordered. 

Mr. Jenifer obtained the floor, when 

Mr. Crabb rose to order, contending that Mr. 
Sergeant’s resolution, involving a change in the 
rules of the house, must, by rule, lie one day for 
consideration. Wr ee 

But the chau ruled that the house, in voting to 
suspend the rules to receive the resolution, did 
suspend this.as well as every other rule interfering 
with ifs present action on such resolution. 

The debate was then continued by Mr. Jenifer, 
Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, and Mr. Hoffman. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson, of Md. said he should vote, 
and with great pleasure for the resolution of the 
geuileman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Sergeant). He 
thought it due to convenience and due to the coun- 
try, and he could say with the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Lewis), that he had had petitions lying 
for weeks in his drawer, but could not offer thein 
till late in the session. Gentlemen would find that 
unless this rule should be adopted, one-half of their 
petilions could not be got before the committees. — 
He had one word for the south, as a southern man, 
but one who boasted very little about it, and it was 
this: he hoped that all southern gentlemen would 
henceforth speak each for himself, individually, 
and nof forthe south.” He wished gentlemen 
would not adopt that phraseology. He hoped 
gentlemen would not raise their tiny voices here as 
speaking ‘for the south.”” For one, Mr. J. would 
allow no southern man to speak for him. He re- 
cognised no southern gentleman as his pioneer, or 
as authorised to act or speak for him. As a south- 
eri man anda southern representative, be should 
act and he should speak here for himself and for bis 
constituents. Mr. J. said he felt sick and worried 
at hearing gentlemen speaking here eternally of 
“the south,” and ‘the south.” He especially dis- 
liked to hear this from gentlemen in whom the south 
would not consent to repose her interests, and if 
she did, would often have them sacrificed. [A 
laugh.] This Mr. J. said was his sixth session 
in congress; and he represented a district which 
was perhaps more interested in this abolition ques- 
tion than any other; but he did not talk about it.— 
He would not discuss it; but when the bour for 
action came, he believed he could be found in front 
of some who were wont to speak a great deal and 
very loudly about it—nor was that saying very 
much for his own fortitude. [Laughter,loud and 
long.] He held that his constituents’ voice should 
be heard, and their petitions examined; and unless 
this was done early, men who had been, some of 
them, knocking at these doors for justice for half a 
century, must once more be turned away without a 
hearing. Petitions coming into the house at so late 
a pe:iod of the session was one chief cause why bills 
remained piled up in hundreds on the speaker’s table 
at the close of the session, and were finally lost 
simply for the want of lime to pass them. 

Mr. Garlund, of Louisiana, moved the previous 
question. 

[‘‘Agreed! agreed!” 

Mr. Bynum hoped, after he had thus been three 
times personally attacked, that the gentleman from 
Louisiana would withdraw his call]. 

But Mr. Garland refused. 

Mr. Black, of Georgia, wanted to know whether 
it would now be in order to move an amendment, 
which he read as follows: 


“Provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein contain- 
ed shall authorise the reception of any petition or 
other paper praying forthe abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, the states of this union, or the 
territories thereof.” 

The chair replied in the negative. 

The previous question was seconded, (ayes 114), 
put, and carried; and the main question being on 
the adoption of Mr. Sergeant’s resolution, the reso- 
lution was adopted without acount. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, the house then ad- 
journed over to Friday next: ayes 95, noes 52. 

Friday, Jan. 3. Immediately after the reading 
of the journal, Mr. Jenifer rose, and made some re- 
marks in reference to the report of the debate of 
Tuesday last, which had appeared in the Globe, in 
which Mr. Bynum is reported to have remarked, 
among other observations, “that it was the usual 
practice of that party after having two or three bul- 
lies to attack a gentleman and do him injustice, to 
refuse to let him reply to such attacks.” 


When Mr. Jenifer had concluded, Mr. Keim arose, 
but Mr. Bynum obtained the floor in a reply to Mr. 


With the evidence of an attempted com- | Jenifer, and was followed by Mr. Stanly on the 


promise before their eyes, be trusted that those to | satne subject; the debate was of a personal charac- 


whose constituents this was a vital interest, and 
who therefore could never compromise it in any 
form, would unite in preventing a door being 
thrown thus wide for a flood that was to overwhelin 








‘it. He demanded the yeas and nays, but on the| 


ter. 
Mr. Keim in a feeling manner announced the 
death of his colleague William W., Polter, and pro- 


posed resolutions of respect, which were adopted. 
The house then adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. _. ; 

Arkansas. Col, B. H. Martin, a whig delegate from 
Arkansas to the late Harrisburg convention arrived at 
that place on Monday, two days after the convention 
adjourned, having travelled upwards of three thousand 
miles, expressly to attend that body, but had been de- 
tained by low water. Had he reached in time, twenty- 
two States would have been represented in the conven- 
yon. ; 

Banks. The capital of the Philadelphia banks, ex- 
clusive of the Bank of the United States. is sixteen 
millions five hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 


Blacks wn arms, A Michigan paper states that there 
are in the two Canadas, 3,000 colored troops, many of 


hom are ru | trom the United States. 
whom naway slaves from ig 


Boston. Between forty and fifty cases of small pox 
have recently appeared in Boston. 


Van Buren convention. We learn from the Globe that 
the Van Buren members of congress, now at Washing- 
ton, approve of the suggestion, or call of the central com- 
mittee of N. Hampshire, for a Van Buren national con- 
vention, to meet at Baltimore, on the 5th of May next, 
for the nomination of eandidates for president and vice 
president. ‘I'he Globe adds that this proposition seems 
to meet the universal approbation of “the party.” 


_ The blood hounds. A \letter has been received in Bos- 
ton from Port Leon, Florida, which savs—‘“The much 
talked of blood hounds, to scent the Indians, will ar- 
rive here next week, a sloop having sailed hence for 
them last week. ‘I'he Indians are as fearless as ever, 
and the war is as likely to continue ten years as ten 
weeks.” 

Catholic chapels in England. According to the re- 
turns made to parliament, there are about five hundred 
Roman Catholic chapels in England, of which num- 
ber, seventy are situated in London. Fifty years since 
the Catholics had but thirty chapels in all Great Britain. 


Canada. Serious apprehension was entertained of 


an attack on the night ot 14th ult, from “the hunters,” | 


an appellation, assumed probably as being more strict- 
ly appropriate than their former one ot “patriots.”— 
“The utmost'vigilance” says the Buffalo papers ‘was 
evinced by the provincial authorities who determined 
not to be caught napping.” It wasa false alarm. 


Coal trade. The Lehigh coal trade for the present 
season has ceased. Total, 220,405 tons in 5,239 boats. 


Cincinnati. The population of Cincinnati and sub- 
urbs, as ascertained within the current year, is 47,900. 
The population in 1830 was 27,000; showing an in- 
crease of more than tweuty thousand in nine years. 


Circulation of the London press. Official returns 
show the average daily circulation of the following 
London papers: 


Times, 11,190 
Morning Chronicle, 6,830 
Morning Herald, 6,394 
Morning Advertiser, 4,936 
Morning Post, 2.672 
Sun, (evening) 3.578 
Standard, 3.493 
Globe, 2.965 
Courier, 1,363 
The Weekly Despatch circulates 

in a week, 51,413 
Weekly Chronicle, 44,306 
Bell’s Life in London, 18,615 


The Weekly Despatch states that in the years 1837 
anu 1838, its aggregate amount of stamps was 5,347,000 
—an average weekly of 54,418 

The number of stamped daily and weekly pubtica- 
tions in London, during the two years nayned amount- 
ed to 149—with a circulation in the two years of 


53,045,201. 
‘he revenue to the government amounted to 
£241,855. [Bucknell’s Reporter. 


Deaths. Another revolutiontionary patriot has de- 
ascended to the grave. Mr. Adam Bantz, of Scioto, in 
the 95th year of his age. He served throughout the 
revolutionary war. 

The rev. Wm. McSherry, president of the George- 
town college, died on the 17th, after a short ulness. 


Debt of the states. ‘The following is a statement of 
the debts now owing by the several states of the union. 
Maine, ° : ; $554,966 00 
Massachusetts, 4.290,000 00 
New York, 18,262,405 00 
Pennsylvania, 27,306,790 00 


Maryland, 11,492,930 73 
Virginia, 6,662,089 09 
South Carolina, 5,753,770 12 
A'abama, 10,800,000 00 
Louisiana, 23,735,000 00 
‘l'ennessec, 7,148,166 60 
Kentucky, 7,369,000 00 
Ohio, 6,101,000 00 
Indiana, 11,890,000 00 
lilinois, ‘ ; 11,600,000 00 
Missouri, 2,500 000 60 
Mississippi, 7,000,000 00 
Arkansas, ° 3,000,000 00 
Michigan, 5,340,000 Co 





$170,807,189 85 


Enlisting seamen for the Texian navy. Edwin W. 
Moore, commodore in the Texian navy, and com- 
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mander of the brig Colorado, now at this port, was 
yesterday arrested by the United States authorities In 
this city, and held to bail in the sum of $1,000, to an- 
swer a charge of having enlisted men in this city for 
the Texian navy or army: Rufus Hughes, a butcher 
in Fulton market, Benjamin W. Benson, a tailor, and 
Robert Tolford and James Jackson, watermen, were 
also arrested, charged with the same offence, and all 
held to bail in the similar sum of $1,000 each. 
[Jour. Com. 


Emigrants. A party of 100 emigrants from the pine 
clad mountains of Norway, poser through Chicago a 
few weeks since tosettle in Wisconsin. 


Emigrants for Liberia. Extract of a letter from judge 
Wiikeson, general agent of the American colonization 
society, dated Washington, 25th Dec. 1839. 

“T sent off this morning to Norfolk 52 Kentucky emi- 
ny for Libera—also 34 from Virginia, liberated 

y Mr. Hunton’s will, and 6 by Miss Randolph. All 
pretty well fitted out, except the Virginia 34, who re- 
quire yet a good deal to make them comfortable.” 


Fire. On the 17th inst.a fire broke out at Milton, 
Pa which destroyed about twelve buildings, mostly sta- 
bles. Loss 45,000. 


Franklin Institute. The Journal of the Franklin 
Institute, and the Mechanics’ Register is devoted to 
the mechanical and physical sciences, &c. civil engi- 
neering, the arts and manufactures, and the recordin 
of inventions. ‘This journal is published in_Philadel- 
phia, and edited by Thomas P. Jones, M. D. Itisa 
useful publication, especially to mechanics, and deserv- 
ing of the apis patronage as a record of the improve- 
ments of the age. 


The editor of the Army & Navy Chronicle states 
that he has seen a living specimen of the horned frog, 
whose existence was many years ago strongly doubted. 
The body resembles that of. a frog, and is about the 
same size, but the skin is like that of the lizard—scaly 
—and it has a tail, half as long as_the body, tapering 
toa point. It was in rather a torpid state, the climate 
of Washington being too cold for it. This frog was 
brought from Fort Towson, by lieut. Willot Martin, 
of the 5th infantry, asa present from an officer station- 
ed there to col. Hook, of Washington. 


Goethe. A manuscript poem, entitled Charlemagne, 
has been discovered among the papers of Goethe, toge- 
ther with a tragedy, two other dramas, and several fugit- 
tive pieces of poetry. 


Georgia. In the senate of Georgia, the resolution 
pominating Martin Van Buren for the presidency, and 
John Forsyth for the vice presidency of the United 
States, was adopted on the llth instant—yeas, 50— 
nays, 35. 

Both branches of the legislature adopted resolutions 
to adjourn on the 10th ult. 

Mr. Kilgore, a representative in the legislature from 
Wilks county, died at Milledgeville on the 8th ult. 


Hazen’s Panorama of Professions and Trades, or 
every Man’s Book, by Edward Hazen. With eighty- 
two fine wood engravings. ‘This work is intended to 
introduce a new branch of study into our schools, 
being devoted to a subject of peculiar interest, not 
only to the young, but aloo to those. f a mature age 
who will find in it much worthy of their attention. As 
the book throws light upon a departinent of study 
neretofore almost entirely neglected in our schools, and 
has been gotten up with much care and expense, we 
cannot but wish it abundant success. Viewed as an 
attempt to introduce the young to a better acquaintance 
hae 8 things, it may be considered as an important 
work. 


Jesse Hoyt, esq. We are authorised to say that no- 
thing is known in the treasury department, or believed 
to exist, which justifies the statement made elsewhere, 
that the present collector of New York is, or has been 
a defaulter. [Globe. 


London and Paris. The population of London 
amounts to 1,700,000, and that of Paris to 1,200,900.— 
Thus the two capitals of the civilized world contain a 
population of nearly three millions of inhabitants—a 
number exceeding the united population of all the other 
capitals of Europe. 


“Tove.”’ Knowles’ new play is inserted entire in the 
New York Express of the 13:h. 


Large dividend for dull times. The Atlantic insur- 
ance company has declared a semi-annual dividend of 


fifieen per cent. payable on the 10th instant. 
[N. Y.Jour. of Com, 


Massachusetts. The official returns of votes for coun- 
cellors and senators, show that t.ere are fifieen whigs 
and thirteen administration senators elected, and that 
there are twelvc vacancies, 2 in Suffolk, 2 in Franklin, 
6 in Worcester, and lin Plymouth.. All these vacan- 
cies are to be filled by the house, and of course with 
partizans of the party that is in majority in_ that body. 
The Boston Post (administration) reasserts that Morton 
is elected governor, and that they have also a majority; 
whilst the Buston Atlas (whig) gives a list of the names 
of the members elect of the house of representatives, 
and classifies them, 277 whigs and 229 adininistration. 
An election to fill the vacancy in congress from the 
6ih district took pare on the 23d inst. Osymen Baker, 
esq. was the whig candidate, and Israel Billings, the 
abolition and administration candidate. 


Mandamus. The Globe of TuesJay last says, we un- 
derstand tae Dis‘rict court yesterday gave an unanimous 


— 


decision adverse to the application of Mrs. Decatur for 
a mandamus against the secretary of the navy. The 
three judges grounded their decision on the merits of the 
case; judge Thurston went still farther, and gave a 
very able argument against the jurisdiction of the 
court. 


Markets. It is the custom in New Orleans to farm out 
the markets annually. For the coming year, the beef 
market wf that city has been rented for $54,400, being 
$3,100more than last year, and the vegetable market for 
$36,000, being an advance of $2,700. 


Natchez. 'The Natchez Courier of the 2d instant 
contains a full list of all the persons who died in that 
city from the 8th of September, when the first case of 

ellow fever was announced, to the 20th of November 
ollowing, when the epidemic disappeared. During 
that pericd the whole number of deaths from every 
cause was 235, of which 69 occurred in September, 
135 in October, and 31 in November. Of these about 
180 were reported as cases of yellow fever, and of 
about one-half the residue the nature of the disease 
was not specified. Very few of those who had resided 
many years in the city were numbered among the vic- 
tims. Daring the epidemic of 1837 in the whole of 
the months of September and October, there died 244 
persons. In estimating the comparative fatality of the 
two epidemics it is to be remembered that in 1839 the 
greater part of the population left the city, which was 
very far from being the case in 1837. 


- Old members of congress. Mr. C. F. Mercer, of Vir- 
ginia, who has just resigned his seat, has been in con- 
gress since 1817 (22 years), having been elected eleven 
times. Mr. Lewis Williams, of North Carolina, who 
is called “the father of the house,” being the oldest 
= was first in the house in 1815 (24 years 
since). 


_ N.B.—Mr. John W. Taylor, of New York state, was 
in congress 20 years; Mr. Newton, of Virginia, 30 
years; Mr. John Randolph, about 26 years, Mr. Macon, 
of North Carolina, 38 years; Mr. S. Smith, of Maryland, 
39 years; Mr. Findlay, of Pennsylvania ,28 years, (the 
latter four in both houses.) [New York Express. 


Schuyliall bank. The Philadelphia North American 
says, tliat a presentment was readon Monday in the 
criminal court by the attorney general, charging H. J. 
Levis, Peter Wager, William Badger, John Miles, 
Daniel Saint and Robert Donnell, with a conspiracy 
to defraud at the late election for directors of that insti- 
tion. 


Silk. Our friends at Economy still oceupy the fore- 
ground in the silk manufacture. A member ot the so- 
ciety has exhibited to us the general result of their ope- 
ration for the past year. ‘The depositions of ‘Miss 
Gertrude Rapp show that eighteen hundred and fitty- 
five pounds of cocoons have been produced, and one 
hundred and eighty pounds of raw silx, the premium on 
which, will allow her froin the state treasury, the snug 
sum of $455. The silk will yield, of the different kinds 
manufaciured, on the average, three thousand six hun- 
dred yards. ‘The value of the manufactured article, 
added to the premium, will show the extent of the ope- 
rauon. { Beaver Argus. 

Storms. The Boston Times maintains that profes- 


sor Espy is but now vamping old theories in relation to 
storms. 


Seamen are much wanted at the present time in New 


York. They command fifteen dollars per month fur 
wages, with smal! stores. 


Steam vessels. In the U. 8, district court, on Saturday, 
the Maryland and Virgiaia steamboat company was 
fined $500 for an omission to have the steamboat Jewcss 
inspected and examined within twelve months, accord - 
ing to the provisions of the act of congress. 


The capital invested in steam vessels in Scotland 





amounts to three millions pound sterling. The steam 

vessels belonging to Britain number from 850 to 900, 

So gai about 170,000 tons, and the power of 70,000 
orses. 


The Liverpool steamer left New York on her four- 
teenth trip, on Saturday, having thirty-one passengets, 
$1,300,000 in specie ascertained; New York sta‘e 
bonds to the amount of $1,500,000, and a large num- 
ber of bills of exchange. 


The Beptist educatiun society is about to establish an 
institution in Nashville, Tennessee, for the education 
of ministers. ‘The Baptist church in that city has had 
a nett increase of fifty-one members within the last 
two months. 


The powder mill of the American powder company, 
in Sudbury, was blown up on Monday morning. The 
cause of the explosion is unknown. Mr. Joseph Lam- 
son, of Russell, had just entered the-mill, for the pur- 
pose of setting the works in motion, when the accident 
took place, and he wasinstantly killed. No other per- 
son was near. [Boston Mer. Journal. 

Tract society. Atthe annua! meeting of the New 
York city ‘Tract society on the 18th, collections and 
subscriptions were taken up to the amount of twenty- 
fice hundred and fifty dollars. Pretty well for hard 
times. [Jour. Com. 


Yazoo city inruins. Itis our melancholy duty to re- 


cord a dreadful calamity by fire, which visited our ci'y 
yesterday (Sunday). Nearly one half of the city is 4 
mass of ashes and burning ruins. 





[Yazoo Whig of Dee. 9. 
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